
Who ,.su clescril~e hill1 \rho is not to 1)e a1)prehended by the 
>t.l~ct.> : who i, the best of all things : tll!, supreme 80?1l, self- 
~ . x ~ h t ~ i ~ t  : \rho is devoid of all the distingnishing characteristic$ of 
4 111~111 .xiou, caste, auct th(> like, and  is eseinpt  fro111 bir th,  vicissl- 
t ~ ~ t l e ,  death, or  decay. who is always and  alone, who  esists erery- 
\\.i~ere, and in whori~ all things exist, and  mi lo  is thence ~~al!ic.tl 
\-asl~tleva ? - l ' u r ~  nu. 
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\I7here any article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is responsible, and for  those which are unsigned, the Editor will be 
accountable. 

" As the One Fire, after it has entered the world, though one, becomes different 
according to what it I~urns. thus tlie One Self within all  things becoilles different according 
to whatever i t  enters, but i t  exists apart. '' 

Carlo n-AS playing a favorite game, alttlougtl you would not have sup- 
posed him tu be pla!,iny at all. He was lying flat upon his back, his small 
heels planted against a pine tree trunk, his dream, little face upturned t o  

the blue sky glimmering between the boughs. This game he called " AIy 
Remember Game," and so he told his Uncle John who came up  and aslceci 
\I hat he nias doing there. 

" Playin' my Remember Game, Uncle John," he said. " Come an' lie 
doyvn this a waj ,  Sir, an' maybe !,ou'll ren1eml)er too." 

Uncle John glanced at the feet vigorously tatooing the tree trunk, and 
inquired, " Wliy do you put your feet on the tree, Carlo ; is i t  a part of the 
game ? " 

" Put 'em there 'cause I feel the tree tickie me. Somethin' inside that 



tlee runs u p  and I tee1 it m ilcln' me shiver. I call that the tree's i ) l ~ ~ l ~ ~ l .  
Fapa calls i t  nonsense. lt\.'tiat do ! ou call it, Uncle ? " 

" I think i t  must be nhat  you call the tree's blood, Carlo, but I h a \ e  '1 
different name. I call i t  tile life force." 

" ;in' which's the best name ?" 
" IVell ; let us see. IVliy d o  you call it the tlee's blood ? " 
Giving his curly mane a tuss, Cailo rolled over and hit a rnouthfui o f  

sorrel grass in delight. H e  felt sure he shoulil win in this game of reason., 
with Uncle J o h n .  They olien plaj-ecl thus, lool<il~:,. into the reasons of 
things and trying to find out the " \\rh!. ". H e  laughttcl aloud in his pleasure. 

"Guess 1'111 goin' to beat 1-oil, Sir. I've got a an.iill good 'IYh!.'. 
\Vhen I cut my finger, other day, t)lood I-u~lned out. E:~ery\)udy in tile 

~vhole world calls it biood. ;in' when I cut the tree, a yeliou >t ickines 
runned out ; so I called ii hlood. It must be a runili11' there, an'  1 bet it'. 

what ticliles mj7 feet." 
His feet were covered with yellow moccasin\, bead c m t ) r o ~ d e ~ e d .  
" Is weaiing moccasir~s part of the game ? " inquired Cncle John. 
" No. Least, I think not. I3ut it tickles more through them than rill 

shoes. " 
" I shouldn't wonder if that were really so. You gave me a right good 

reason, Carlo Boy. Now I owe you mine. You s'tid the tree's blootl, 
\\.hicli is called sap or resin 11y   no st people, ran out \\.hen you cut the tree, 
didn't you ?" 

" Well it didn't 'xactly ruu, but it kinder comed our, that a way. '1'1.ecs 
are slower than people in everything, isn't they?"  

" 'They are, illy Boy ; they are. A tree is never in a hurry. \Ve migllt 
talie some good lesso~ls from trees. And I see jou've been taking some. 
Always, when you see anything, try to see something else like it in some 
other part of the molld and in you~self, and then you'll understand better. 
'l'o do that is called Comparison, or Xnalogy." 

Carlo yawned. 
" I don't fink I care about those big words, Uncle," he said. " I d011't 

fink I do. But all the bovs allays looks around to see nrliat will espla~ll 
thinss to them 'when peoples is too busy'." 

" Explain is the wold, Cailo." 
( '  I don't care for them words," said the child with some impatienw. 

" You lc~~o\-v w h a t j ~ z g s  I mean ; any old uord \\.ill do when !.oil lcno\\: t l ~ e  
finss. you aint gived me !.our reason jet. Did I beat you ; is mine 
the best ? " 

" 1Iy  reason i5 this. When your blood runs, or the sap moves, do !011 

thinl; the blood and the running are one, or tn.o? D o  you think the sap 
and the mo\ing are the same thlng, oi two things ? " 
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Car10 consiclereil. " I clur~no," he slowly said. 
' '  You .;a\\ an engine moving yesterday. Was that two things, or one ? " 
6 ( T \ ~ ~ ~ , + '  he shouted joyousl~?, kicking his heels in the air. " Two ! " 

I n  liis esul~erance he rollecl L I ~ O ~ I  his Uncle, now seated on the grass beside 
him, ancl began to pommel him lightly with his fists. 

' \Yhy two, Carlo ? " 
" Ilecause steam made i t  g(7. I seen it. I seen the engineer too." 
.' -\n~.thing more ? .' 

You bet I did. I s a 1 ~  a fire, a red one. I fink Papa said it made 
the steam." 

' . Then there were Sour things, old man, T h e  engine is like the tree. 
T h e  steam is like the sap. T h e  moving that comes from the sap and from 
the steam, that is what makes both run, and makes your blood run. Tha t  
i~ Force. In  living things it is life force. All things have their own kind 
of force, don't you see ; but all are different ways in \vhich Force sho~vs 
itself. Force puts 011 nlany n~asks,  as the ~ 1 0 1 ~ 1 1  did in the circus yesterday, 
1111t behind the masks is al\vays the same one moving them all. Tree's 
life :and engine's life and boy's life don't run the same \yay. The tree, the 
engine, the boy don't moye alike either. But Force, the hidden llover, is 
tile same in itself. I t  moves you, nle, the warld, the ants and flowers ; c)ur 
\yay5 are different, but the .Xover is the same." 

Carlo breathed hard. H e  was interested. He fine\v and loved his 
Uncle's ways ; generally he understood them. When he didn't he used to 

s . 1 ~  : " I  don't understand, Uncle, but I love you." Then the Uncle would 
answer, "Tha t  does just as well ; it's the same thing. Love ~vill bring the 
understanding bye and b!.e." So Carlo got to speaking of his " understantl- 
ing " and his " love-understanding." He said now : " I know what you 
mean with my love-understandin', Uncle. Just that a way. An' does all 
the lfotion, does that AIover come from fire, every\vhere? " 

"Yes ; that Mover is Fire ; difi-erent kinds of fire. Some kinds we see 
with our eyes, and some with our minds-" 

" Our 'I'hinkers "-Carlo interrupted. 
" Yes ; and some with our understanding.'' 
" And some only with our love-understandin's? " 
"Some only that way just now. But I told you that love will bring 

truth after a \vliile. There is really only One Fire, but when it enters the 
sun, the air, coal, or a man, i t  loolis different, it has different ~vays. Forty- 
nine ways, the \vise men say." 

" Forty-Nine! I s  that more than a thousand?" asked Carlo, whose 
'I;ilts and ciirls had never yet been inside a schoolroom. I-Ie 1 ~ a s  learning 
things outside. T h e  worlrl was his object lesson, and his Uncle the skilful 
teacher. IVith a pleased little chuckle he asked now : " Did you forget the 
engineer, ITnk!. ? Dicl you ? " 



" By no means, my boy. That  engineer is very important. H e  call 
run the train up, or down, or off the track to destruction. I70u and I can 
run our engines where we please, always according to the laws of nIotion. 
A man can run his body as he pleases, malie it a good instrument to  lie!^^ 
the world, or he can d o  a great deal of harm, but he can only f'ollo~v the 
ways of the hidden nIover. His ways are patterns for ours. And we muht 
have good fires in these engines of ours ; the right fuel is a good ~vill. Isn't 
that so ? " 

" May be so," answered the boy, rubbing his curls. " You telled me 
never to say I was sure when I hadn't tried it. Carlo aint tried that yet. I 
guess I don't linow that about lots of fires, b u t  I want to  I;now  here's the 
tree's engines. Has  i t  got a Thinker like ours ? " 

' ' Not like ours, but a ?'liinl;er of its own Iiind." 
Carlo sat up  suddenly. " \\'hat fi~n ! I)id !,ou e;.cl see a tree's 

Thinkel-? " 
" No. Kor did I elver see your soul, c,r mine, (Tliin1;ers as !.ou call 

then?). Nothing else has a Thinker like men. But one great 'I'hinker i. 
at worl; in us all. Everything lives, acts, goes on. Ttiat is life, and life i. 
thought. Everything that moves has thought of its own kind. 'I'o thinli is 
to be." 

" An' flowers an' nuts an' leaves is the tree's thoughts, I know. lI>. 
Remember ( h n e  told me so." 

" Is that so ? DO teil me about !-our gdme, little one. IVhat e1.e doe\  
it say? " 

" It  says-". The  bright eyes filled with tears. " Promise rne ! ou 
won't tell Papa, nor any laughin' people. Promise." 

' ' I do p~omise." 
" \Yell. " said a small and solemn &ice, '. my Game Remember says 

my beaut). nllamma aint dead at all. No ! She isn't. True! Aren't you 
glad, Uncle J o h n ?  She was your Sister, you linow." 

" Indeed 1 am glad, Carlo. She was, and is, my dear Sister. I alwa! s 
hoped she was not really dead. In  fact, I don't think I ever believed she 
\Y~s." 

Carlo caught his uncle's bearded face in his two plump hands and 
squeezed it, looking eagerly in his eyes for an instant, then with a soft sigh 
of satisfaction he kissed his friend, "You aint laughin like the rest does," 
he explained. " I wonder they want to laugh at childrens ; it makes em 
look awful ugly." 

" Tell me more about your game, Carlo." 
" I jess lie down an7 look straight ahead at the sky, 'cause I ia int  reallv 

lookin' at nothin' you know. Then fings comes a sailin', a sailin' nith 
music, right spang frou' my mind. A many fings. But you have to lieep 
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so still. I f  you jump about, an' say ' Oh ! no, Oh ! no,' then it all stops . 

all them s l i ~  ships sails home again." 
" \That n e m  do your ships bring you, Boy 3" 
"Such stories about fings. Funny fings that Carlo used to be. Nice 

fings too. Sometimes fairies ; not often. Sometimes they maltes me  un- 
derstand what the birds say when they sing ; an' when squirrels chatters, 
~c!o. " 

'; Xr?d is that all ? " 
i b  Cncle John, you allays inter-rumps at the bestest part. My Garne 

Remember says hIalnma is round me like the air. I t  says she's a comin' 
back to me some-eres else. It  says I'll be her Mamma, an  she'll be my 
little boy ; bet I'll be good to her when she's a he. I t  says we were once 
two butterflies ; two little baby deers in a forest too. It  says we uszd to fly 
in the air ; the one that loved God best could g o  fastest. 7'0-day it said we 
was beautiful lights, an' God was a big Light that lit us all up and made us 
feel like a good long heaven shining. ,An'-an'-I disremenlber more now. 
You lie down here an' play my Game Remember, Uncle John. I call it 
that 'cause 1 fink it remines me of somefings I linen7 when I knew lots more 
than these old grown-ups do.  I t  n~alies me feel werry big in here." l i e  
struclt his breast with his hands. " Play it an'  tell me if it says true." 

" I  have played it ; I think it says true, on the whole," the Cncle 
answered, smiling at the boy's excitement and delight. 

" Hurrah ! But say ; how could I be all those fings some other time ? " 

'( Do you remember what I told you about the One Fire, and all its 
\vays ? ,' 

t' 

" Ess "-said Carlo. 
" That Fire never dies. It lives forever in a darkness of its own. It 

comes out of that Darkness ; it goes back into that Darkness. You have 
seen our earth fire do that. The  One Fire is the Father of all Fires, the 
Father of Lights. It  goes into a form. It  comes out, and the form falls to 
pieces, like the wood which is ashes when the fire has left it. That  Fire 
goes into many, many forms, in very many \vays. Each form, in dying, 
gives life to something else. Cii~ders and ashes make food that is good for 
grass and flowers. T h e  acorn dies, and from its grave springs a tree. Some 
dead forms give birth to worms that creep, and some to winged things. 
Some worms die, and butterflies arise to kiss the flowers. Some germs 
ferment, and little children are born. So you see there is no  Death ; there 
is only another kind of life, another form from broken forms. But always 
the One Fire in its many ways and lesser fires giveslife and motion to worlds 

. of forms. There are shapes of air, shapes of light, shapes of fire, just as 
there are more solid shapes, and all are always melting away into one 
another like the pictures of your kaleidoscope. What makes them move 
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and change so ? The  hidden Mover in the lesser fires tlic~t itre the sc~uls ot 

men." 
" I see ! I know ! Them little fires is the children of the great Fire. 

the Fire with a Thinlter as big as the world. Now I know why l lamrna 
teached me to say ' Our Father '; she wanted me to fink about that good 
Fire what makes all these splendid things. It's a great Light ; far, far awa?. 
an'  everywhere too ; my Game Remember says so. I t  loves me. I heard 
it a sayin' ' Come, C u l o  ; let us make errybody werry happy an' we'll shine 
forever an' ever.' I t  just loves to shine, Uncle John." l 

T h e  boy's voice fell. T h e  sun was about to disappear in the west. 
Birds twittered in the trees. Carlo's eyes follon.ecl hi.; Uncle's ; he clapped 
his hands. 

" See the red fire that sun makes. I s  the sun one of the \frays of God ? 
Then I fink he's goin' down to that One Fire, to say that the world is \\.err!- 
well. T h e  great Fire will be glad to know that ; I fink it must like us nerry 
well to take trouble to make such a many fings. An' I fink that God I \  

here to], an' everywhere. He's the hiding RIover, Uncle John ; hela life, if 
he never dies. I feel him morin'  in me, now. H e  burns me ; he loves 
me ; he moves me. XIy Game Remember says that's God." 

Uncle John's lips did not move, yet he was saying : 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 

Col. H. S. Olcott, whose portrait is given in this issue, is the President 
Founder of  the Theosophical Society. H e  is now over fifty years of age, 
and has for fifteen years past devoted all his energies to the Society's work. 
After H. P. Blavatsky to him are due, more than to any other man, the 
progress and influence of our beloved Society. 

Col. Olcott nras born in New York city, where he practiced law, anc! 
also helped Horace Greeley upon the Trihzlrze. An account of how he met 
H. 1'. I3. can be found in his book, People from the Ofher Jllol-Id. H e  is a 
genuine American, exhibiting the energy, flexibility, and affability of the 
best type of U. S. citizens, and although his home is now in India he has 
never forgotten his native land. 

1. Tlie speerhes of Carlo have t ~ e e n  l~ iade  to the author by variclns other c:liiltlrc~l from tirue 

to  time, and are, i11 snbsta1lc.e and imagery, facts. 





Detachan is not, cannot be, monotonous ; for this would be contrar! to 
all analozies and antagonistic to the laws of effects. under wtlich results are 
proportionate to antecedent energies. 

There are two fields of causal mxnifestntious : tile objective and tlie 

subjective. 'The grosser energies find their oiltconie i l l  the new personality 
of each birth in the cycle of evolutin:,. indivicjuality. The  rnoral anci 
spiritual activities find their sphere of effects in Tle~achan. 

The dream of Devachan lasts until Karma is satisfied in that direction, 
until the ripple of fi~rce reaches the edge of its c!.clic basin arlcl the lei:::,. 
moves into the next area of causes. 

r 7 I hat p~rt icular  one monte)zt \vhicll will be mcjst intense and uppel.lno.1 
in the thoughts of the dying brain at the moment of dissolution, n.ill regtl- 
late all subsequent moments. 'Tile rnoment thus selected l)ecomes tile 
key-note of the whole harmony, around which cluster in enclless variet! ail 
the aspirations and desires Ivhich in connection with that moment had e\.el, 
crossed the dreamer's brain dul-ing his lifetime, without being'realizeti 
on earth,-the theme rnocielling irself on, anci taking shape from, that 
group of desires lvi~ich was most intense during life. 

In Devachan there is no cc~g~lizance of time, o f  \\-l~ich the 1)evachanet. 
loses all sense. 

(To  realize the bliss o i  De\,nchan or the of ;lvitctli !-ou 1ia1.e t: 1 

assimilate then1 as we  do. ) 
'The i pri~i . i  ideas o i  spice and time clo not controi his perception.: : 

for he absolutely creates aliJ annihilate5 them at the same time. Physical 
existence tias its cumulative intensity from infancy to prime, ancl its dimin- 
ishing energ!, t11 dotalyt. and deltli ; so the dream-life of Devachan is lived 
correspondentially. Xature che~tts 110 n 8 ) r e  the r/c.varhcznce than she does 
the livir~g physical man. Nature provides for him far more real bliss ancl 
happiness there than hh? d o ~ s  here, \vilere all the contlitions of evil and 
chance are against i~ im.  

To call the  clev;lch;tr~ existence a " dream " in any other sense than 
that of a conventional tel'rn, i i  to renounce forever the linoii-ledge of the 
esoteric doci~.illt., the s.)le custodian of truth. As in actual earth life, so 
there is for the E p  in Devdchan the tirst flutter 'of pj!.cliic life, the attain- 
ment of prime, tile g r a d ~ ~ n l  exhaustion of force passing into semi-con- 

. sciousnessanii lethargy, totnl oblivion, anci-not ileatt~, t)ut birtti, birth into 
another personallt);, and the resumption of action \vhich daily begets new 
congeries of causes that must be worked o u t  in another term of Devachan 
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and still another ph!-sical birth as a new personality. What the lives in 
1)evachan ancl upon earth shall be respectivel!. iri each instance is determined 
1 ) ~ .  Karma, and this weary round of birth must be ever and ever run t h r o u ~ h  
until the being reaches the end of the seventh round, or attains in the in- 
terim the \vicdom of an Arhat, then that of a Buddha, and thus gets relieved 
i;)r a round or two, having learned how to burst through the vicious circle and 
t ( )  pass into Pnra-nirvana. 

-4 colorless, flavorless personality has a colorless, feeble devaclianic 
?tare. 

'There is a change of occupatic.)n, a continual change in Devachan, 
i:ist as much and far more than there is in the life of any man or woman ivltio 
happens to follow in his or her whole life one sole occupation, whatever it 
may be, with this difference, that to the Devachanee this spiritual occupa- 
tion is always pleasant and fills his life with rapture. Life in Devachan is 
the function of the aspirations of earth !ife ; not the indefinite prolonga- 
tion of that "single instant ", but its infinite developments, the various 
incidents ant1 events based upon anti outflowing from that one "single 1110- 
nlent " or moments. 'I'ile dreams of the 0bjectii.e become the realities of 
the sub'ective existence. T n o  sj.mpathetic souls xi11 each ~vorl; out their i on-11 deiachanic sensations, making the other a sharer in its subjective bliss, 
!.et e ~ c l i  is dissociated from the other as regards actual mutual intercourse ; 
tor what comprtnionsl-lip could there be between subjective entities whicll 
are not even as material as that ~ ther i ' a l  body-the hIayavi R u p a ?  

T h e  stay in Devachan is proportionate to the unexhausted psychic im- 
pulses originating in earth life. Those whose attractions were preponder- 
atingly material will sooner be drawn back into rebirth by the force of 
'ran ha. 

T h e  re~vard provided by nature for men who are benevolent in a large, 
systematic way, and who have not focussed their affections on an individual or 
speciality, is that if pure they pass the quicker for that thro' the Kama and 
Rupa lokas into the higher sphere of Tribuvana, since it is one where the 
formulation of abstract ideas and the consideration of general principles f i l l  
the thought of its occupant. 

'I'he 'I'heosophical Society has never prohibited I'livate Branches. If 
five Mernbers-at-large can exist separately, they can exist together ; for they 

.are n o  worse ofrf'~vhen organized than when not. I t  is conceiv~ble, more- 
over, that there may be special circumstances where publicity is undesirable, 
-2s where there is exceptioilal I(xa1 bitterness against Theosophy, or where 
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the Charter-members are as yet too few or too ill-instructed to furni.11 1)aI)vrG 
and discussions of value to outsiders, or where niant of intellectual capaci:!. 
might excite derision in the community instead of respect. Another case 
is possible,-where the Charter-members organize for the express purpnse 
of providing open meetings, but temporaril!. hold only closed ones n.hiIe 
studying and otherwise preparing themselves f i~r  fitness to edify visitors. I n  
an): one of these cases a provisional privacy is altogether le,' vitlmate. ' 

But tliere is another case less con~~nentiable. It  is where a group c ~ f  
r I Ihcosophists ct~oose esclusi~,e~less because they clesire only thost of t h e ~ r  
own set, or because the!- fear ridicuie i f  1;nor~n as F. '1'. S., or becnuse the!. 
intend organizaiiorl mere]!. as a f~i~.tllerance tc-I their on.11 intellectual culture 
or to the attainment of ps!.cl~ic I)oIT:er. I'iie iOuntl;~tion of 3 ~ ~ c i l  a I J o ~ ! ~ e  i~ 
timidity or selfishness, and on neither can a ~011ild 'l'llt:clsi~~,iiicai >u1 ,cr- 

structure be erected. 
And \~kiat, in fact, has been the fate oi' I'ri~xte Uranches i l l  the ,41ne1.:- 

can Section ? Five Charters to such have thus far I~eell issu~tl.  Of' tilt-.it. 
five Branches, tulo died quietly and soon, one surrenclereil its Cilarter, cbne i. 
virtuall!. extinct, and one is of too recent formation to have a l~isior!-. SO 
one lias contributed to the strength of the Scxiety, to the estension of  i t *  

teachings, or t o  the multiplication of its members. 
There must be a reason fi)r this. S o r  is i t  hard of detection. 7'11~ 

reason is simply that the essential idca of ;I permanently-closed Loc!ge allti 
the essential idea of a 'I'ileosophical Branch are clirectly opposecl. '1'11ere IS. 
indeed, a contratiiction in the very \\:ords '' l'si~rate Brancli." '' 13rc111cI1 ' '  
is an offshoot of a parent tree, not underground bu t  at)o\.e ground. If! o u  
take a w q  exposure to the sunligklt and the air and the hardelling forces clt 

Nature. confining the yourlg shoot to darkness and mystery and isolation, 
you not only deprive it of the very nourishment essential to its growth, but 
you perpetuate the interior forces ~vhich will ensure its decay. Nor only so. 
h " Private Branch" lacks the very marrow of Theosophical life,-altruism. 
Theosophy is not a bank-deposit which one hoards in secret for contem- 
plation and delectation ; i t  is a purse of Fortunatus, which fills up  as ia?t a? 
one empties it for the benefit of others. T h e  true Theosophic spirit fixes 
its eye on the needs of a vast humanity in ignorance, 1;non.s that there is 110 

other way to overcome ignorance and its consequences than by imparting 
truth, and queries llo~v most efficaciously this may be done. T h e  'Theosophist 
thus animated joins the Society to help it, feels the want of sympathetic ill- 
tercourse and of organized strength, exerts himself to form a Branch of the 
like-minded, projects work for it, values it because it makcs possible n sy>- 
tematic outflow af knowledge and influence on the vicinage. H e  knows \-er!, 
well that, as the measure of his own Theosophic vitality is the degree in n-11ic11 
he worl;s and not merely meditates, so also it is with a Branch. I11 trntllt 2 
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vigorous Theosopliic spirit, filled with philanthropic earnestness to propagate 
truth, must feei sotnen-hat repressed when discussing Cosmogony and the 
Seven Principles in a closely-tyled Lodge, and have a suspicion of incon- 
gruity and discomfort. T h e  spectacle of a snug and smug group gravel!- 
examinin:. eternal verities which nobody else is allowed to hear of, verges 
some\vhat on the ludicrous. This is one of the cases where a sense of 
humor Iieeps people out of absurdities as \veil as out of errors. 

I t  can never be too often repeated that retzl' Theosophy is not contem- 
plation or introspection or philosophizing or talk, but work, work for others, 
\vc,rli for the world. We are told that the one fatal bar to progress is selfisli- 
ness in some one of its Protean forms. I t  will never be overcome 1 ) ~  
thinking about oneself, but by not  thinking about oneself. And as we 
have to think about something, the alternative is thought for otiiers and h o \ ~  
to help them. As the mind fills with such schemes and the hands talte hold 
of thein, self-interest is ~lisplacecl anil egois111 fades out. Selfishness dies of 

inanition, and altruisrn grows  1)ecnnse constantl!. fccl. ;Ind all this time 
true prc?g-ress goes i n s e ~ ~ s i l ~ i .  on. 'l't~e ~ i ~ i n ~ l  c l e ~ s s  o f  ~)reAj~iclices nnil  fog-^, 
the sj~isit gron.s 111o1.e sunn!. ani1 ci~eerfiil, ~)cacefUlnc.s.; settle:; over tile \ : . i l c ) i ~  

interior being, c~nd truth is seen wit!] greAtcr clistinctne-;~. For tile ? S ~ ' I I  

iiiniirance ti) e\.o:ution is cleca!.ing away. 
'I'l~is is cquall!, true of n I3ranch. So long as it exists onl!- f ; ) r  tllc 

Improvenlent or entertainnient of its rnembcrs, the selfish principle is dolni- 
~ lan t ,  for selfishness is not the less genuine because applied to pul-I)cises 111 

themselves high. Such a Branch does not expect to grow, it probably doe.: 
not desire to grow, and it surely will not grow. What is there to malie 
i t  grow? It laclis that essence of a!l life and gronrth which pervades ever!-- 
thing vital. T h e  opposi~e conception of a Branch, that of an organized 
force for the better propagation of truth, supplies just such a lack. Prep- 
aration of papers or tiiscussions does not mean the mere exhibition of' 
personal ideas, still less speculation on curious and recondite problems, bur 
the arrangement in lucitl language of those apprehensions of truth ~vhicli 
the thinlter believes to have intellectual or PI-actical value. I t  is a gift to 

others, not a display of self: 'The life-principle of all Nature flows througl~ 
the being, cjarifying t,tiought, vivifying motive, energizing speech. Then i t  
flows without, warming dull or listless ears, arousing attention, exciting 
interest, stimulating inquiry. So the influence spreads, attendance in- 
creases, the Hmnch grows. 

T h e  history of open Branches cletnonstrates what might otherwise seen1 
tlieosj7. As they have kept in view a missionary purpose and exerted them- 
se!ves to make meetings interesting and instructive to outsiders, they ha1.e 
thriven. One Branch tl~rcjugh years rarely adding a member to its small 
list, made its meetings open. In  two years it enlarged betyeen three and 
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fburfi~ld. Very naturall!- so. T h e  fact of publicity becoming known, 
1-isitors drop in. Some suggestive topic pleases them, they attend again, 
feel an interest, then a charm, then a devotion. Then they join the Branch 
ancl invite others. Progress and prosperity follo~v. 

\Vhile it would not be risht for the T. S. to prohibit Private Branches, 
i t  \vould be wrong for it to  look upon them as other than temporary and 
provisional, the missionary fhnction being in abeyance only. Those who 
prepare the way for and those who organize Branch Societies nrould do well 
to lay stress upon the true conception of a Hranch as a living, active, 
aggressive agency, not a proselyting scheme, but a means for circulating 
truth. Its outside effects are the main ones. If the members strive to  
benefit non-members, they ~vill surely edify themselves. And hetween the 
energy of a Branch and its growth, there will a1n.a~-s be a relation. Station- 
ary membership almost certainly implies apathy, as an increasing one 
implies the reverse. 

And, on the other hand, Branch members need to feel that public 
notice and Branch growth are only possible as meetings are made interest- 
ing. I t  is exactly so with the Churches. If the service is tame and the 
preaching imbecile, people will not go. Nor, perhaps, should they. Life 
is too short to  be bored. T h e  Oxford Don who passed his Sundays in the 
fields rather than in Church said that he " preferred sermons from stones 
to sermons from sticlcs"; and Theosophists. much more non-Theosophists, 
\\.ill choose an evening with b001is if the alternative is a 131.a11cl1 nieetir~g 
which is lifeless, or where everything is left to chance, or where the intelli- 
gent are outraged with drivel. But where the leading speeches are duly and 
tl-illy prepared, and the essayists worthy and well qualified, a state of things 
is brought about ~vtien attendants will seek to gain admission to further ' 

rights and benefits. Tiioughtful contribution to open Branch discussions is 
as truly an aid to Theosophy as is sustentation of its periodicals or its work, 
and immediately tends to bring about that enlargement of the Society ~vliicli 
we hope for as impressive to the public, conducive to our strength, and ex- 
pressive of our advance. . HARRIS P. 

T h e  encyclopzdias are not yet out of print which have classed mes- 
nlerism among the foolis11 superstitions of the ignorant played upon for 
profit by the quick-\vitted impostor, nor are the learned doctors dead who 
have published articles in support of the enclycopxdias, yet to-day the most 
eminent physicians in Europe declare that Mesmer was right and that 



mesmerism is not a superstition, but that it is necessary for reputations t o  

adopt a new name,-so mesmerism is rechristened Hypnotism. I n  this wa!. 
those doctors who laughed at  and derided what has long been known to the 
com11io11 people may now learnedly discuss phenomena which some Teal. 
aqo t!ley ignored under its old name. I n  the March number of ScriErtej- 
Dr. I\71!lian1 James writes upon this subject under the name of the 'i Hidtleil 
Self ". and the April F o r z ~ n ~  admits an article by the eminent Dr. Charccb: 
upon .' Hypnotism and Crime." 

This step, though ta l~en  late, is in the right direction. I3at the errlincn~ 
pi]!-yicians  r rho make this a d ~ ~ a n c e  cannot claim to be the leaders of the pec ,- 
ple, for the latter have for generations 1;non.n quite as much about the ma t -  
ter as the licensed practitio~iers, except that the!, used 110 high-sc~undin~ 
name to call it by. It  is \\ell 1;11o\:.11 to many members of the Theosophical 
Society that there are peiliaps thousands of people in the Vilited States I\ 1 1 1  

fort!. !ears aso  pursued the snme inr,esiig~tions and made similar exl)cH- 
lllents to those of Dr. Ctlarcot and o the~s .  117 tlie !ear I 8 50 a cei tain 111 
J. B. Dods gcl\e lecture5 about the c0~111ti~. a!itl tauyllt nli,tt he callc,l 
E l e ~ / ~ i c u L  ~ ' ~ j t c h o ~ o g l .  'rli15 TI 1, the11 ,u \\ell I<IIO\YII 11ilt  i t  ' ~ t~rac ted  111t 

a t t e ~ l t ~ o n  of c e ~  t l i ~ i  U. S. Senators, amoql_: them L),~nicl \lTel)\tel.. Joiin I '  
IIale, 'TheoJore Rush, ?am. Houston, Henrj  Cln~., and ot t ier~,  n.110 i t l r  1te1i 

Dr. Ilods to lecture before them in \Vashington. I i e  c1elir.ered t i i i  lecturt. 
\vent on with tiis experiments, and published a series of Lectures upon tilt 
subject. I n  these are to be found, together with other things, the directioii. 
so loudly proclaimed and appropriated now by physicians nrlio would hat t. 
hooted at Dr. Dods. And even on the point of the necessity of precautioli 
and of lceep~ng hypnotism out of the hands of unp~incipled persons, Ilctl- 
\tras not silent. In  I S  jo he said in his Introduction that, although he llati 
taught mere than one thousand individuals whom he had put under solenill 
pledge not to reveal his methods to impure or immoral persons, yet some 
were so unprincipled as to violate their pledge and hawk the " science '' 
about every~vhere. 

Dr. Charcot in the April F o r u m  pleads foy legislatim that will prevent 
just such unprincipled persons from dealing with subjects, not solely on the 
ground that crime may be easily and safely committed with the aid of hypno- 
tism, but rather that sensitive persons may be protected from the recurrence 
of hysteria or catalepsy, and ventures the opiniorl that crime will probabl! 
not find any aid or safeguard in hypnotism. While we thoroughly agree 
with Dr. Charcot as to the need for placing safeguards around this b~ldding 
science, it is from a conviction that crime can be aided and hidden by the 
.use of such a practice, and is to-day thus aided and hiciden. W e d o  not calc 
to commit hypnotism solely to the doctors, as he asks, just for their sake, 
but we would wish to place restrictions upon even those gentlemen, and to 
liinit the number of tlienl who may be allowed to use it. 
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l 'ile chief \ d u e  to the Tlieosopl~ist of this new step of the sci1(1:)1~ is 
nix, however, in the likelihood that rules and methods nlay be pul)lisIlc.cl. 
but that before long time the erstnrliile materialist who can be convillce~l caf 
'1 fact only when an Academy endorses it will be the more easily con\.i~lcetl 
that there is a soul. In the ;\larch Scrihner article above spoken o f ,  n.c 

have a public admission that the facts of hypnotism prove a Hidden S-lrl 
Dr. Charcot does not go a:; far as this, but tlie variet!- and peculiarly occult 
ci~aracter of numerous facts daily l)~.ouglit to lig-11t I)!- olher investigators wiil 
rnise such a mountain of pr-oof that iiarcily all!. oile ~ \ . i ; l  1)e nl)!e to overcome 
it or deny its weight. Once they t~egin to admi: a Miiltlen Self;--usitlg, in- 
deed, the very n.orc1s Ions adopted 11y 111;111y Tiieosoptiists ancl constantly 
found in the ancient Ilpanishads, they allow the entering n,eriqe. .411cl so 
not long to wait have we for the fulfilment of the predictic-111 of H. P. 
Blavatsliy made in Ivis LG~z~elii'tl and repeated in the Sec./-fl/ Doc,i/./it(,, 
' C *  >$ * * and dead facts and events delil>eratelp dro\vned i n  the sea ot' 
modern scepticisnl will ascend once more and reappear ul~oi i  tlie suriace". 

Ronr<rc;vr;.z Usr)r.\st I. 

1-4 P&\PEK READ EEFORE 'I'I-IE A R Y A N  'r. S., S .  J'.] 

1Yhen Mr. Judge spoke on this sul~ject some weelis ago, I nras forcib1~- 
impressed by the truth of what he said as to the minor opportunities of life 
to the most of us. 

There are few to wllon~ come chances for grave decisions, for great sacrj- 
fices, for evident heroism ; most of us have to learn that <liflicult lesson, not 
to despise the day of small things. IVhat we need is, to learn to apply the- 

osophy to the trzyi'es of our daily life, to find nothing too small to lje done in  
the best possible way ; and as the Christian rvould say, " d o  all things to the 
glory of God", so we rnust do all things to the glory of that higher Self that 
represents to us the Deity. If old George Herbel t felt it not beneath his 
clerical dignity to assert that 

" Who sweeps a room as by God's laws, 
lllakes that ant1 th' action fine ", 

certainly we need not be behind him in humility. And howe~cr  humble our 
dutieq, however sniall our temptations, however narrow our sphere, there are 
at least three things which we can all ponder upon ; things wherein we may 



I S ~ G .  _ 'I I-IEOSOI'f-IY I S  I>.IILY LIFE.  4 7 

~)fi"h<'pj fitid solnetiiing to in~proi-e. Faithfulness in our \vork, helpfulness 
o f  others, and tile preservation of a cheerful and gracious mood, are three 
tliings n.tiic11 concern everybody, women as well as men. There is a beauti- 
iul ( 1 1 ~ 1  stor!, ~i :t lady ~ h o  said that she ];new her servant had experienced 
reiigic)n, and when as1;etl why, replied ' '  Ilecause she sweeps under the 
un<~t.-l" Xi)\\. //It71 is the sort of thing that George Herbert xvas thinking of  
1.vIlt.1i he spoi;e of "sweeping a room as by God's laws ; " it is not only doing 
I tiii~lc and c-loilig it at the proper time, but doing it ~ v i t h  the tliorougliness 

I )I' cli\-ilie law itself, not superficially and sligtitin~ly, but vitll all the pcr- 
~kcti(-ln that we are able t o  give it, for then alone can it be said to us, " Jli'll 
cll~ne, thou good and-f;zi/h/ill servant. " I t  is not too niucll to say that every 
tnsl;, no matter hc~w trivial, \17rouglit out conscientiously and wit11 a sense of 
duty, with not a detail neglected or slurred over, re-acts upon the charactet- 
\vith a power that it is difficult to estimate. Aristotle defined virtue as a habit 
of' doing the right thing ; ancl every time that we not only do the right thing-, 
hut do it in the rij~lit way, we increase the strength of that hal~it,  and 
111al;e i t  so much the easier to do it again. 'I'iie nlen who have succeeded ( I  
( 1 1 )  not Inert11 in the e!.es of the ~\.c)rld, but in the attainment of sot l~c lofty 
ideal) 1lai.e been Inen \vho did things / / I O P O Z ~ ~ ~ / ( ~ ~ ,  \\.I10 ol)e!-t'ci tlie 5criI)ture 
itliul1c~tio11> " \ITh&tsoever thy hnnd findeth to do, do it with all thy t n i ~ h t , "  
nt ) t  ilalf-lieartedl~ nor passably, but " with r r l l  thy might." Such conc!uct 
c;lrries its ren.art1 with it, not only in the sense of satisfaction that foi1on.s 
\\.hen we have done our very best (and then alone), but also in the 21?lco72- 

sclbus uplifting of our faculties to a higher plane. Let us never indulge 
ourselves with thinking " I t  does not matter how we d o  this, provided i t  is 
clone" ; it does matter, and most of all to ourselves ; zue are the ones upon 
whom the carelessness will f'lll most heavily, even though it seen1 to come 
upon others. 

And nlost of all nre need to feel that nothing done with the ciesire to 
help another is a trifle. It  is irnpossible for us to estimate the far-reaching 
ct2nsecluences of our ligliteit 1vort1, nor to tell how what seems to us a little 
thing, to another may be fraught with the gravest consequences. A child 
o f  tn.elve, whom I know, had her life saved by a little bunch of pur1)le 
11)-acinths. A long and seyere illness had brought her to  that poilit of 
.1;)'1th!7 where she was sion.ly drifting out o f  life into death, nrhen a fiiend 
b:-ouqiit her in these f1o:veri;. Their beauty and smeetllnsi rou.;ecl her faint- 
illg spirit and won her bltcli to life, and she knew it herseif, child as she 
was, for she said, "I  think those hyacinths have curetl me. '' No one was 
more astonished than the friend rvtio did the little lcindne-s ; " such a trifle ", 
she thought. There is no  better rule, it seems to me, than Charles Reade's 
favorite maxim, " Put !,oilrseli' in his place," to teach us how to treat our 
neighbor. There are so many little courtesies that we omit, so many littie 
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acts of kindness that we leave undone, because we (1'072'1 put ourselves in i l l :  

place. 111 the hurry of our daily life, we neglect many little graces that, i f  
practised, would make the \viieels move much tnore smoothly. ?'lie fir-t 
thirig that one notices after returning home frorn a residence in Italy, for i l l -  

stance, is the roughness of everybod!,, the want of courtesy in higll ancl 1~ \ \ \ .  

In  Italy, if you entcr a shop, you arc- gi-eetecl \ritli n p!easaut smile :11i(l ;I 

cheerful "good morning," !.ou are waitecl upon wit11 attention, but witlio~it 
servility, and salutecl as you so o11t \\-i:Ii ailother " ~ o o t l  r n o ~ ~ ~ i n g , "  2nd a 

lhope that you will come ap i i r .  IIere, if you say " gooil murn i r~s"  on en-  
teriny, as perhaps yo11 d o  Iron1 fitrce of 1lal)it: the n?ucil \)c-frizzed and be- 
decorated siiop-girls stare at !-OLI as i f  !-ou liacl j uht escal)ecl iron1 a 111cnaq~l.i~ 
of curious a ~ ~ i m : ~ l s ,  ant1 iiartily tlejgll to gi1.e ~ , 0 1 1  \\.hat !.ou ask i ' c~ i . .  tl:c\. 31.e 

so l)us!. tall;ili,q to ~ ~ ~ c i l  otliei of to-ni;ll~'s I~ail 01. !.ester#ia!.'s ~ . e ~ l t i i l ~ ~ - .  Ii 
you are travellil~g in Itaij-, the conln~onest Inan will be;; j!-o111. ~)ai.il, )!I, 01. ;?sii 
voul- I ) c I - I T I ~ s . : ~ ~ I ~ ~ .  i T  11e lias occasion t o  1)ass !.oil i l l  ;I iail\i.ai. cai~.i ,~qc, ;111~1  111% 

one get.; o u t  \v i t l l c i i l t  ~visl~irig " 3 pleasant joul.ne! " to  ti^( ISC: i ~ - l i c  r I .~:~I , : : I I  
,111 the5e tliings are t:.iflel;, but t l~en  we l;~low that trifles make np t!le 5 ~ i i 1 i  O !  

I i t .  I noticed in an " Elevated Iiailnay" car the otlici cl:~!, ii1112 

man rise to give a lady his se'lt, but instead of cloing it as nlosr g e n ~ i e l l ~ c ~ :  
do, with a \!on- and a smile, antl thus paying her n cc~mpliment in resigililig 
his place, tie rose \\.ith a sul lq  esl)ression, turned 11is bacl; on her, antl 
strolled u p  the car. '!'he lady 1uoI;eil uricc~nnrorta1)Ie ;--she co11ld not si10~1t 
" thank >ou  " to his tncli, allti she w,?s thus placed in a f'llse l),~s.tic)n, anti 
made unable to seturn a coliitesj.. S o t  o f  W C L ~  " a ~ent ielnnn ot' tlic o!(l 
school" (as \ve some\vhat scornfully sai\.j, who gave 111) his seat o\.er anii c,vcl. 
again, but al\vnys with such a gracious and tjearning courtesy that e\.er!. l,~ti!. 
felt personally colnplinlenteci by the deference paid her ses. 

'Tilere are few women, as there are few men, wlio d o  not have an oppor- 
tunity every day of imitating the ideal of James Russell Lo\vell, of \\horn 11e 

wrote- 

" She doetll little kindnesses 
'l'hat rnost leave undone or despise ; 
For naught that sets one tieart at ease, 
Or givett~ happiness arid peace, 
I s  low esteemt=d in her eyes." 

The  trouble with American life is its /zurt:y ; we are so afraid that these 
minor courtesies will consullle a, little of tile time that is so precious to US 

all ;-but that is a mistake, if we could only bring ourselves to t'r~inli so. 
Everything that saves friction expedites motion, and the engineer that had no  
time to oil his machine would soon find that he had to take time to ha \e  i t  
mended. 

~\11d when we have exhausted the possibilities ofputting ourselves in tile 
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place ofanotller, a n d  tliesel)!~ seeing what we sliould d o  for him, \v11e11 we have 
lubrlcateci tlie \vlic.els of life to the best of our ability, there still relnains the 
po\vcr to ci~lti\.ate in oiir~clres that serelie and unpertur1)eil cheerfulness of 
niood tililt .. rnakes a srinsllirle in a shally place." Such a mood spreads 
itsclf' li!;e oil upoli tile trou1)led ivaters, and insensibly tlie ruffled waves sitlli 
to rest. I f  \\.e Iieep our minds fixed upon the eternal verities, of what con-- 
seclilc~ice tc) 11s are tile little irritations and vesatlons of  our daily lives ? 
'l'lie!. ,ire mere straws upon the strenrn, to 1)e swept past "sin a moment, not 
\vortliy to r~illle its placid surface, not capal~le of 1)realiing its serenity i f  it 
~iio\.t> \vittl any strength and volunle u p o n  its destined \yay. Remember tile 
saying of the Eastern sage, whicli \vas o f  e(11lal ponler t o  admonish in pros- 
perity and counsel in adversity:-" All these things pass away !" LVlien I 
was a little girl of seven, my old Englisti nurse used to say to me, when I 
hurt myself and 1)emoaned the pain to her, (' Xever mind, it will be all well 
before j,ou're twice married ": ancl I I-ememl,es that a certain sense of the 
vastness of time strr~cl; In!. cIiiltfi.;il i rna,yiu;ition so forcil~ly that I cheered 
up at O I I C ~ .  \\hat :i little cliilti call clo, we o112-11t t o  1)e able to d o  too; 
to realize the srliallness oi 0111- clail!- \-esntic)ns cou lp~red  wit11 tlie great s\veel) 
of tlie year..;, ant1 ieasn to snlile ser.r.nel!- at our p~~ss ing  trouble..;. ('tie~rful- 
ness is something we can all practice, even when 1j.e t i r i c l  no other cllancc 
to Iielp otiiers, ancl \tllien all 0111- duties have 1)een \veil and faithhlly done. 
A teaches once told me of ;t ~ )up i l  ot hers ~ ~ k i o  wrote a composition on "Per- 
severance," \riiich recounted the espel.iences of a little girl who ' '  persevere(] 
and persevered, until she came to tlie end of that virtue," and it woultl t)e 
well if we coul(1 treat clieerli~lness in the same \tray. 

And now, to give this paper a little value, I should like to add some words 
of John hlorley's, spoken at hlanchester 'To\vn Hall. In  spealiing of the 
uverczge individual, he s3j.s that tlie ctiances for the gifted few are Ilighest 
where the ituerilge interest, curiosit!., c\apacity, a,-e liigi-lest. " The  moral of 
this for you ancl for me,'' he aclcls, " is plain. LVe cannot, like Beethoven or 
I-Iandel, lift the soul by tile magic of(li\-ine melody into the seventh heaven of 
inef'fable vision ancl iioi2e i:icom~nensural)le ; we cannot, like Newton, \veigh 
the f~r-off stars in a bnlance, and measure the heavings of the eternal flood ; 
we cannot, like Voltaire, scorch up what is cruel and false by a word as a flame; 
nor, like hrilton or lU~~i.lie, a\~al;en men's liearts with the note of an organ- 
trunipet; we cannot, like tlie great saints of the churches arid the great sages 
o f  tile schools, add to those accluisitions of spiritual beau[!. and intellectual 
mastery which have, one by one, and little bj- little, raised man fi-om being 
no iligher than tlie brute to be only a littlc lower than the angels. But what 
.we can do-the humblest of 11s in ttiis hall-is by diligently using our onrn 
rninds and diligentlj- seeliing to cstend our own opportunities to others, to 
help to swell that comrnon tide, on tlie force and the set of whose currents 



~tepetids tlic l,ic)\l)etous \c,yaslng of llu~natiity. When our names are l~lot- 
tecl out, n11d out- plClce krio\v\ US  no more, the enerqy of each soc1,11 
yet vice will iemain, and so too, let us not fi)rget, will each social dl\-aerv~ce 
lenid111, 1 1 1 ~ ~  the uncndlt~g stream of one of riatu~e's fc~rces." 

I< \THr \RIXE H I L I ~ A R I ) .  

111 st~~cl!.it~g tlie complex 11at111.e of Innn, riotlling 113s createtl greater 
c o i i f ~ i s i o ~ ~  i l l  my ~ r i i r l c l  ttia~l tlie loose use o f  terms, and ~~articula~.l!. t l iv  use 
of' otlc \vorcl or 1)tlrase to esI)ress ditti.~.ent things or ideas. A1ic1 p~.ol)~tl)ly 
no word l ~ a s  l)een mc)re perpiexi 11: tt1a.11 Soul. I11 orciinary language Sou/ 
is generallj~ n s c d  as sylic-)nylnous with ,!'it-it. So~nctimes it stands for ttie 
tf/&her Sclf; ;~tld a t  otiicrs for the C'ro. In Sinnett's classification we firid 
it iit three for111s. as Animal Soul, IIruinan Soul, and  S~)iritual Soul ; and yet 
tt1e1.e are not-:IS the rltliLlnasian Crecci \rould probL~bly put it-three Souls, 
1)ut oue Soul. 

'I 'l~e \vor(t EAw, too, is :111nost as co~ifusing. 'I'lius we read of a 
Yevsofztrl b:go, an  //t~tllovftrl Ego ,  a Rel;rc~zt-rl,r/i~~g Ego, ancl tlic 1 ike, till tlie 
worcl is s o  altered ancl cl\ialified that one's co~lception of' \\.hat ( z t z  I:, i (yo or 
fhe 15x0 rcallj. is, is c s ~ r e ~ ~ i e l y  vague and 111istj.. This confusion is partl!, 
due to povertj. of' tlie language i r i  ~ l ie taphysic~~l  terms, and partly, I imagine, 
to our ow11 iti:~bility to grasp a1)struse ii~etapl~ysical concepts. 

So f i r  as I have been able ta cotilprehetnd them, the terms Soul, &:yo, 
311d L J / t z ~ z i ~ ~  represent exactly and irienticall!. the sanne thing or idea. T l ~ e  
lower AIa~las, tlie Ir'ersonal Ego, : ~ n d  the rit~irnal Soul are clifkrent ex1)rt.s- 
sions 1'0s that cotiscious~iess \\ltlict~ is lirnited to the ptiysical body and 
1)erislies with it. Bud(lhi-n~Iat~as, tlie tt~inlting Ego, and the Spiritual Soul 
seem also to be ecluivalent pl~rases. -itma, Spirit; and the Higher Self' 
express one and the s a m e  idea. 

'Tl~e Soul, Illanas, or Ego, 1)eiilig an  entit). illtermediate, between Spirit 
on one hat~ci and the pl~j,sical 11ocly on the other, necessarily has two aspects, 
arid ultimately, at the death of the ordir~arj- man, divides into two, the 
Kan~n-Illanas sharing the fate of' the lo\ver quaternary, and the higher 
Manas iinitilig ~ i t 1 1  Atma-Buddhi to form the reincarnating Ego. 

This inter~nediary entity--the Soul-seems to have been created or 
evolved by t l ~ e  interaction of Spirit and gross matter extending through long 



periods of time o n  this plane. 'The first races of meli were mindless or 
soulless,' ancl elren now it is only the lower 3Iar,as that has heen developed 
in humanity. Orlr Spiritual consciousness or EIigher Alauas is yet clormant, 
and will not he full!. anralcened befill-e the Fiftli I<ound--ages iierice. 

These brief statements are not offered, ho\vever, in any (logmatic 
spi~i t ,  but may serve to  elicit discussion ~vllich may clear n p  soiue of tlie 
perple~ities ant1 clifficnlties that cnco~inter the stuclen t of theosophic litcra- 
ture in the 11se o f  these frecluenrl!. recnrl ins nrc-trcls. N. 

" PRINCI P1,ES." 

I uuhejitatingly agree with our Pl.esiclcnt that the term " Princil)lcs " 
applied to the 7 constituents of man's componntl nxturc: is not only  incor- 
rect hut mislcncling. Some otlier a n d  more accurate term sllr)t~lcl certainl!. 
be used. Yet one may well cloul)~ nrllet11t:r " Veliicles," though free from 
some of the ol,jectic,~ls to " I't.inci~,les," and tti(>ul;rli more precise in  o n e  
respect, is really satisfactor!.. If we are t o  mxl;e a cl~xngc, lct it 1)c to a 
word rigoro~isiy correct. 

If each constituent is to 1)e regarcled as thil " 1.elliclc " for the c )nc  al ) c  )\.e 
it, the new o1)jections soon appear. 'I'lle IZody is n o  donl,t the velli~,le 0 1  

I'rana or Jiva, the life-force ~ilhicll animates and conserves it. I j~ i t  \urel! i t  

cannot I)e saicl thnt Prana is tlie veliicle for the Astral 11 )(1y ; i f  arlytlling, 
the Astral Body is the vehicle for it. T h e  difficulty may be met by rn'11;ing 
the Astral Body ranl; next above the 1'hysic;ll Body and Prana above hotli. 
Then Prana would vitalize the Astral IZotly, and the Astral 13ody, thus a 
vehicle, ~vould transmit influence to the outer f o ~ m .  But how can Prana 
1)e a vehicle for the Animal Soul ? 1,ogicnlly and chronologically, life-fo~ce 
must precede the desires, passions, etc. nlliich presuppose a living body as 
their seat and source. This considel.ation pushes Prana u p  above the 
Animal Soul. I3ut at once two clifliculties arise. 'I'he first is that the 
Animal Soul having thus becorlle the veliicle f o ~  I'rana, the Astral 13ody has 
l~ecome vehicle to the Animal Soul. I3trt how can the Animal Soul 
transmit life-power to the Astral, when 1,oth the Astral and the Ph!lsical 
IZodies must have preceded the Animal Soul to make its existence possi\)le? 
'I'he other difficulty is that this order malies Prana the vehicle of the IIaman 

Soul, and it surely is inconceiva1)le that reason, memoly, and will can fincl 
a channel in a mere life-fi)rce ITTitll Prana as the 4th in the series, the 
looli-up or the look-down is fatal to the new term. We must then either 
clemote Prana to its old station, thus reviving all the perplexities which 

pushed  it up\vards, or else concecle an a1)solute hiatus l)et\veen the H u m a ~ ~  
Soul and Prana, and this is fatal to the vehicular theory. 
- -- - - - - - --- - --- - --- 

1 See Srcret I h c t  t . tn~.  
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From this stage up\vards ;ill is reasonable enoligli. T h e  I Iunian Soul 
Ilia!. ver!. well 11e the veliicle for the Spiritual Soul, and that again for Sl)irit. 
But a theory which works correctl!. enough half-\\ray u p  or half-way do\vri, 
1)ut which will not go a11 the \\.a!. t l irougl~, is nllnost as bad as its si\.nl 
wliich malies of the Pl~ysical Ijotly a " I'sinciple ". 

It, may, indeed, be said that the vetiiclcs ase not to be  considered as 
vehicles to each other, but onl!. as  veliicles t o  the one  primal and persistent 
force-Spirit. Eut here again \\.e are in t~ .o~l l ) lc~,  fol-  this \voliltl rn:ll;e thc 
diffelent veliicles indepelicle~lt o f  ci~c.11 ot11c1-. I{t.sitlch, tile \ ~ o s d  '. vcliicle" 
implies a t~-ansmission o f  sot~i~t l i i t lg  to sornctlii~ig :.:lse, arltl, i f  there is n o  

transmissioli, ttiel-e is 1 1 0  ' .  \.elliclc. ". \\ 'lictl~e~.. tlicrel;)r.e, \vc aclopt this 
theory, n.tlicli malies t11c ttJt.~n " \.el~icle " 111ealiilig-lcsi, or the fi)rrnei., n.llictl 
ma1;es it i~iaccusate, \\.e are as l)acll! 01'1' ,is i f  n,e acll~ereil to " pritici~)le ". 

I sh0iilc1 say, t1ie11, that n8e 11a\.c 11ot yet clisco\.erecl tlict true \vo~-cl. 
" Constituent " is riot had, .tliongli a tritlc 1r)lifi. \Vtiat is tllc ol)jection to 
" Component " ? I t  is n o  longel- t l ~ a n  '' ~) r i~ ic i l ) l e  " or " vellicle" : i t  allo\rs 
a certain intlividuality to each part, while not disconnecting them f1.01n each 
other ; i t  does not necessarily reduce Spirit to the same I-an); as the otlier 
" components '' associatecl wit11 it ; and its meaning etymologically espresses 
wi t11 some accuracjr the union of' se\'e~.al elements in one  cornbir~ation. 
W h y  not give it a hearing ? ~\ I ,EXANDF:I<  FULT.FI<TON. 

(11 PAI'EI: K&\I) IiEFORE TIIL< ARYAN 'r. S., RII\I<CII 1 1 ,  1890. 1 

'Tile sul)jcct f o r  tliis evening's tliscussion is 'l'he Sevenfold Xxture of 
Man. But before itre place him Lipon the table ant1 malie \\;i~y for the 
Doctors to  operate upon hini \vith their ciisyecting knives, suppos: ive 1)alise 
for a. moment and ask \vliere the sul~ject canle from. Il'hat is the origin o f  
eu th ly  man ? How carrle lie upon this p lanet?  And the enquiry ma!. 
possibly tielp to throw some light upon his composite nature. 

Of course of  ourselves we lino\\r nettling of the origin of the hunian 
r x e ,  and can only appe,~I to the " law ancl the prophets "-to ttie auttlosities 
on the subject: so  to spe'11i-to tliose o~itgivings \\iliicll tiave from time to 
t ime come to us from the I'ast, and pasticulal-1). to the teachings of the 
Secr-ct Docir2ize. '1'al;ing this volume alone ;IS uur guide, wliat d o  we fincl ? 

Now at the outset it is proper to say that, a l t l i o ~ ~ ~ l i  a vast flood 01' liglit 
is thrown in the Second volume of 'I'lle Sccret /)ocl~-lilr: upon I l n -  
tliropogenesis or  the origili of man, the information is still very frajirnentar!,, 
and careful reading and sifting are necessary to get at  anything 1il;c a 



straightforivarci cc)~inectetl story. E-Iillts only are ofieri given n?liere nle 
\voulil like l)laiu statemelnts ; details are purposely omitted, and r~iucii is 
ever!,n.hel.e left tc-) tlie reailcr's imagination ant1 spiritual i~ltuition. rill this 
\\?as perhaps unn\.oitial)le. 1 don't .refer to i t  in ally spirit of criticism, 1 ) ~  t 

solely to illustrate tlie tiifficultj~ of getting at the truth, and t o  explain in :I 

general wa! wliy there is often such a lack of tial.mony arld fulness in our 
views 011 rnnn!. of the topics nre are in the habit of ctiscussing. 

From my own reading of the Secrel Doch-,izr:, I have been led to this 
conclusion :-that mnn made his first appearance on this planet as a lunntic 
or idiot. This may see111 a harsh ant1 extreme \yay of putting i t ;  l)ut i t  

is at)undautly justified our authority. For what is a luriatic ? Liter~~ll!., 
one affected by the n1oo11 ; Inore connmo~llj,, one \1~1iostt nlind is affected ; 

one "out  of his 1ninc1 ", as tlie ptirase is ; \\lliile an idiot is a being nlitliout 
any mind. Now the Secret Uoctl-zize tells us that the first Inan on this 
globe, ttie first personalities of' our race, carne from the moon. 'I'ticy were 
the luriar Pitris or fathers. 'I'llej, are our ancestors ; they ase in fact oils- 
selves, allti we woul(l be strictly l ~ o n e  of' tlieis belie :l~id flesli of tl~eir. flesii, 
( ~ n l ~ ,  it liappaiecl that tile!. ciidn't Ilave an!. 1)olle or Ilcsh to tt.a~i.~lnit. 'l'lie\~ 
we1.e lunar 1)eings allti otnl!, l1,1~1 astral t)c,dies. 'l'licy \vcl-e sc:lni-iiivinc 
entities tr,lvelling on the donlli\\.nrcl ctlrve into matter, atid ;lpj)eas t c ~  1ini.c 
cuti!,istecl of' t \ \ . r )  groups-olie g1-ou~) of' three cla.;ses ver!. etliereal arid in- 
corl)oseal, \vitl~out even astral t)o(l~es ; the other of four classes, ~)os:;essins 
greater corporeality and elidowed wit11 astral bodies. It \\.as tliis secc,~icl 
group that, coming over in the process of evoluti(.)n to our planetary clinin, 
passed during the first three rounds througti the mineral, vegetable, ant1 
animal kingtloms, and at the begir~lling of ttie fo111.tt1 round became men- 
not the gross pli!.sical being that man is to-tiay, but etheseal astral entities 
in human for111 Jret of imlilense size. 

But this luriar Inan was a11 idiot ; ttie first race \\?as mindless, says tlic 
Secret Uoctrlile. And he \vas without a mind because the lunar fiitlicrs 
thenlselves, our ancestors, were nnindless. 'l'lie!. gave rrlarl all they hat1 to 
give,-liis lower principles, but, having no " mallas " or mind themselves t o  

l)esto\\r, the early tiurnan races \\.ere practically animals in hun;ali form. 
I'erlnaps some one will asli : IIow is it that the lunar Pitris ~ v h o  \\ere 

semi-divine and godli1;e entities \\.ere mintlless ? C.in we conceive of a 
goci-like being witliout a mind ? Now I shall not attempt t o  answer a 

question of this lti~ld. But here is a suggestion. What is " minci? " 
1Vhat are its functions ? I may be wrong irl my view of i t ,  l ) ~ t  to me 
" mind " seems to be the connectillg link l)etnle.cn the spiritual rnonacl-- 

' the Atma-budhi--and the lower personality. If a being is all spiritualitj-, 
the lower personality having vlinislnetl, what necessity is there fi~r nlirltl ? 
What is the use of a con~iecting link wlien there is 1lot11ing to connect ? S o  
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i f  an  entit!. consists solely of the lower quaternary, the higher principles 
l~e ing  in a1)solute abeyance, nlind again \vould be a useless supertluit!.. 
Just ,  then, as we knc,w animals to be mindless, so we can conceive of a 
mindless god .  Ant1 this seems to have heen the condition of the lunar 
Sattiers to whom we owe our physical esistence. True, the whole septenary 
~)rinciples were there, germinally or other\vise ; but as the fathers had not 
!.et p:lsx"d t l~rough liunian experiences and imperfections, rnanas was still 
wholly I;~tent. And the sliatlo~vs or projections of the fk~tliers were eclually 
mindless. 

In this mincllcss, icliotic condition early man long remained. H e  lived 
ant1 (lied ant1 ~)ropag;ltetl his kind in strange fantastic ways, but for ages 
was o~il!, ;In arlimal still. 'I'lie first race gave 1)lace to the second, and the 
sec-oncl the tliir(1, eacli 1)ecoming more an (1 more gross ant1 material. 
;lntl tlie scconti race having al)sorl,ed the first, man, so-callcd, had then 
11ot only an astral hut a ~)liysical ljocly, yet he still continued rnintlless. 
:\t)c-)~lt the midclle of the third race, however, a change tool; place. In 
o1)eclience to c!.clic law tlie gods with minds, variously 1inon.n as the Solar 
angels, Sons of wisdom, Kumaras, Agnisliwattas. Dhjanis, Pitris, breaths, 
fires, f a~nes ,  thrones, essences, intelligences, and the lilie, incarnated in these 
animal lunar shells, and rnan as we now Iinonr him was the result. Where 
the shell waq so f;;lr ready that it could receive the full incarnation of the 
essence, the rnan ttius entlowetl became an Arhat or sage. lZut in the rna- 
jority of cases c)nly a spark of tlie divine flame wai; projected into ttie shell, 
an(i tllis spark clnicliening into activity the germ of the  manas, or fifth prin- 
ciple, latent in it l'ronl the l)eginriing, produced the average human being 
xs we now find Iiitn. Thus rnan has a t\vo-fold line of descent, and, as it 
nerc, a tl~lal k i n g .  On t l ie  lower or physical side he comes f1.01r1 ttie hloon 
liis l l o ~ h e r  ; on tile higher or spiritual, from the Sun his father. On the one 
siclc tie is a physical entity ; on the other a divine ego ; the union or blend- 
ing of the two constituting the complete man. 

13ut it may I)e asked, and very naturally : If man has this dou1)le ori- 
gin, i f  he is n corn1)ination of lunar and solar elements, does he not really 
consist of two lnonatls instead of o n e ?  And which then is the real human 
mc.)nad--the original lunar germ or the incarnating solar angel ? To this 
t l ~ c  SOCYCI Doct~-/jze says : " No ;-there are not two monads, only one. " 
IZut the passage in ~vtiich this statement occurs is a very interesting one, and 
:an extract from i t  may fittingly close this brief paper : 

"We now come to an importailt point with regard to the double evo- 
Illtion oi the human race. T h e  Sons of Wisdom, or the Spiritual Dhyanis, 
had become intellectual through their contact with matter, because they had 
illrcacl!. reached, during previous cycles of incarnation, that degree of intel- 
lect ~vhicli ena1,led tliem to hecome independent and self-conscious entities 
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on ihis plane o f  matter. 'They were reborn only 1)y reason o f  I<arnlic ef- 
fects. 'They eztered those \vl-:o were readj., and t~ecanle tlie Arhats or sages 

alluded to above. This needs explanation. 
It  does not mean that Monads entered forms in whicl~ ot'r~es rnonacis 

already were. They were ' ' I:ssences, " " Intelligences," and C O ~ Z S ~ ( . ~ O Z L S  

spirlfs ; entities seeking to become still Inore conscious by uniting wit11 
more developed matter. Their essence was too pure to 1)e distinct fro111 t t ~ e  
universal essence ; but their "Egos " or M(tntrs (since they are cal1t:d 
rr'ltzlltzstzp~~fi.~, born of i?hz/Z(zf, or Rrahtna,) had to pass tlirougli eartlil!. 1111- 
11lan experietices to become rtll-wise, and be able to start on the returnins 
ascending c!,cle. T h e  Afinuu's are not discrete principles, limited or co11- 
ditioned, but rays from that one ut~iversal absolute Princil)le. ?'he entrailcc 
into n dark room through the same aperture of one ray of su~lliglit follo~\.- 
ing another will not constitute t\vo raj.s, but one ray intensified I t  is riot 

in the course of natural law that rnan shoultl \ ) eco~ne  a pe):fi:c/ sel)tcllal-\. 
being before the seventti race in tlie Se~ent11 liound. Yct he has all 
these princil)les latent in t ~ i n ~  fro111 his birth. Nor is it t of tile cvol11- 
tionary law that the Fifitl principle (,ll(trrtrs) ~ i i ! , \ ~ l d  ~cceivc its co l l~~) ie te  
developrne~~t  before the F f f h  IZouil(/. XI1 suc t~  ~)r-e~~i:ltr~rc~l!~ iicvelo1)ed ill- 
tellects (on tlie spiritual pl.lne) in our race are al)~lorln,lI ; tl~e!. arc tilose 
whom we call the " Fifth Rounders." Even i l l  the c o n l i ~ ~ g  S:\.el~tIl l<;lce 
at the close of this F o u r ~ h  Kounci, \vtiile our fi,ur lo\ver ~)rincil)lcs \ \ i l l  I)e 
fully developed, that of n1an.1~ will be only propctrtionntely so. 'I'iiis Ii~ili- 
tation, however, refers solely to the spiritual clevelopu~ent. T h e  intellectu;tl 
o n  tlie physical plane nras reacheti (luring the Fourtli Root-Race. ' l ' t ~ ~ ~ s  
those who were " half ready ", wlio received ' ' but a sp-11.1~ ", co~~s i i tu te  tlie 
average humanity \vhict~ has to acc1uil.e its i~ltellectiiality dur i l~g  tlic 1)rcscllt 
~llanvantaric evolution, aficr which t h e .  \vi l l  be ~.eady in tile nest fur tlle lull 
reception of tlie Sons of' \Visdo~n." K. 

Not only in the 'I'heosopi~ical Society, but out of it, are tyrr)s i l l  Occ~ilt-  
isrn. 'I'lley are dabl)lers in a fine art, a, rnigl~ty sciet~ce, :LII a.lliiost i ~ r l -  

penetrable m).stery. 'I'he motives that I~r ing thcrrl to the study arc xs va~.iotls 
as the number of individuals engased in it, and as liiil(ler1 from even 
tt~emselves as is the center of the earth from the eye of science. Yet the 
rnofizle is more important than any other factor. 

These dilletanti in this science have al\vays been al)road. No age 01. 
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countr!. has 1)een \vittiout tllerri, and they tlave left after tlie~ri rrla~ty 1)ooI;s- 
of I I ~  p;trticular value. 'Those of to-(la!- are nialting then1 no\\., 1i11. tile 
ill.esistit)le i ~ ~ t l ) u l s e  of vanity clrives t11e1n to collate the more or less ul isor~~~cl  
li!~potliesses o f  their predecessors, \vtiic11, sea'ione~i with a proper dasll of 
mystery, are p u t  forth to the crowd of  those \vlio would acquire \visdoii~ 
at the cost-price of a l)ool<. 3Ieanwliile tlie world of' real occultists srniles 
silentl!., ant1 goes on \\lit11 the laborious process of siftin: out tlie living 
gerlnsflion~ ttic Illasses of nlen. For occul~ists nirlst 1)e !;)und and fostel.ecl 
a~lcl prepared fur corning azes wlien power will I)e ~leeiled aurl ~)retensior~ 
will go Si)r notliing. 

Hut the persons no\v \v~-iting about c)ccultisni and coml)etcnt to (lo all!/ 
nlore tlian repeat uupl.ovec1 1;)rnlul:t. ancl assertions left over fr-or11 rnedi:t.val 
(lays, are fe\v in nunit)er. It is \.er!. easy to constri~ct a 1)ooI; f't111 of' so- 
called occultis111 take11 horn French or Ger~iian t)ool;s, n11c1 then to c\.er!. 

and then stop the reader sliort I)!. tellil~g llini tliat i t  is not \\.lse to t.c\.eal 
, . any more. I h e  writings o f  C'hristian in France give unuch tletxil a l~out  

initiations into occultism, but he llonestly goes no further than to tell \vllat 
he  lias g ,~ined fiom Greek ant1 Latin fragments. Others, tio\vever, Il;~\.e 
follo\veti Iiim, repeated his \vords without credit, and as usual halted at tile 
cxpl>~nxtion, 

r . I tiere are, aga in ,  ot1iel.s \vl~o, \vt i i l t t  assel.~ing that there is magic science 
calletl occul tis~ii, inerel~. acl\.ix the stuclent t o  cul ti\.ate purit!. anti s ~ ~ i ~ . i t u a l  
aspir,ltioris, 1e:rving i t  to 1)e assunled tliat pcj\\.ess and I;no\vleclge will f;)llo\v. 

, 1Z:twecri tlresc, two, tlicosoyt~ists of the self-seeking or the unsc.lfist1 type arc 
conii)letel!. ~)uzzlccl. 'I'iiosc whc-) are sclfisli may learn t)y 1)itter disapl)oirit- 
nieIit :~n( l  sail experience; hut the unselfish and the earnest neecl eiicour- 
agelncnt 011 t l ~ e  one llancl and Ivar~iing on the other. As an Atiept \\.rote 
years ago to  Louclon 'I'heosophists : . "  I-Ie who does not feel equal to the 
\\.i,rli neeil n o t  undertake n task too heavy for him." This is applica1)le to 
all, fi)r ever! one slioul(l l>e informeti of the nature and lieavjness of the task. 
Speal;i~~g of this trernendoui; thing--Occultism-Krishna in the Ll/ltlgtzvt/il- 

(;~tcr saj-s : "Llilring a considel-able period of time this doctline has l ~ e e ~ i  
lost i l l  tlie worlcl * * '+ * "Illis rn!.stery is very important." \Ye tlo 
riot tllinli that tlie cloctrille has yet been restored to the \vorlct, albeit that it 
is i r i  the 'lceeping of living men-the Adepts. And in \varnin:;. those nr11v 
strive after occultistn \\.it11 a selfish motive he declares : "Co~lf~isetl by marly 
worltlly thougli:s, surrouncled by the meshes of bewilderment, clevoteci to 
the enjoyrne~it of' their desires. they desccncl to Soul Naral~a * * and 
llence ttiey proceed to the lojvest plane of being." 

In  \vhat, tlien, docs the heaviness o f  the Occultist's task consist? In  
the inirnensitjl of its sweep as weli as tlie infinitude of its detail. Mere sweet 
and delightfill longing after God will not of itself accomplish it, nor is 



progress fo'und in aspi?-ing to self-lino~vledge, even when as a result of that 
is found partial illumination. 'I'hese are excellent ; but we are tall~inji of a 
problem whosc? innplacable front yields to nothing but force, and that force 
lllust he directed b?- knowZec&e. 

The  iielti is not emotional, for the play of the emotions destro!-s 111e 
ecluiiit~rium essential to the art. ITTorl; done calling for re~arc-l avails ~ i o t  

unleh:, it has produced 1;nowledge. 
A\ few esamples will siion- that in Occult Science there is a. vastne.<s a n t l  

a!so a multiplicity of division not suspected b y  theosophical Occultihts 111 

enil)i.ycl. 
Tile elenlent of \vEiich fire is a visible effect is f ~ l l l  of  centres of t'oi.cc-. 

I<ach one is ruled b y  its own law. 'I'he aggregxte of centres and the Ia\\.s 
~overn ing  them w11ich produce certain physical results are classed by science 
as 1an.s in physics, antl are absolutely ignol-ed 1)y the bo(3l;-making Occult i~~t  
t)ecanse he has no bnon.letlge of them. No dreamer or el.eIi a l)hilantlirc-111- 
ist will  everas sucli 1;no\i. those la\vs. L i ~ i t l  so 0 1 1  with all the oilier eleme~lt.. 

'I'he lrasters of' Occultism state that a 1x11 of' " t:;~nsmtrtation ainclliy 
1;Irces " prevails fore~.er. I t  \ v i l l  1)~lIile ail!. one I \ . I I I . ,  I i ~ s  not :he p o ~ \  : ( I  

calculate the 1-alue of ei.en tlie smallest tl.eml11e i IS a :.il)i.dtioll, ilc l t  O I I ) .  i l l  

itselt hut insta~~tl! u\)on its collision \ ~ i t h  anotliel., n.11etlier t11at oti~el- 1 1 ~ 1  

i in~ilar t o  i t  or tlit'ferent. IIodcrn science admits tile existence. of t i l i b  ! , I? \ .  

as the correlation of forces. It is felt in the ~nora l  spt1e1.e of our beins- :IS 
lvell as in the physical \vorltl, and causes remar1;al)le changes in n iuan's 
character antl circumstances quite beyond us at present and altogether u1:- 
known to science and metaphysics. 

I t  is said that each person has a distinct mathematical \value espressed 
by one number. This is a compound or resultant of numberless smaller 
values. \Then it is known, extraordinary effects may be produced not on]!, 
in the mind of the person but also in his feelings, and thls number may be 
cliscovered by certain calculations more recondite than those of our highel. 
mathematics. By its use the person ma!, be made angry without cause, anti 
even insane or full of happiness, just as the operator desires. 

There is a world of beings Iinonln to the Indians as that of the Devas, 
whose inhabitants can produce illusions of a character the description of 
which would throw our wildest romances into the shade. They ma!. last 
f i ~ e  minutes and seem as a thousand years, or they Inay estend orel- ten 
thousand actual pears. Into this world the purest theosophist, the lnost 
spiritual man or lvoman, may go  without consent, unless the Iino\.c.ledge 
and power are possessed which prevent it. 

On  the threshold of all these laws and states or being lin,q-er forces and 
beings of an  a~vful and determined character. Xo oIle can avoid thc'nl, as 
they are on the road that leads to l;nowledge, and they are ever!. no\\. and 



then a\ial;eried or perceived by those who, nrhlle completely isnorant In 

tile-e *ubjects, still persist in dabbling wit11 charms and necromantic p~.ic:~-t.<. 

It !s wiser for theosophists to study the doctrine of brottierhood allti 11- 

a\)pl~cation, to purif:. their mr)ti\,es and apions, so that after patient \\ c 1 1  i, 
for Inany lives, if necessary, in the great cause of humanity, they ma!- ,I: 1.;-t 

rexcii that point where 311 1;nonlerlce and all power will be theirs by rlgi!t. 

Er - s~sro  Y R I ~ ~ ~ S .  

The people of all nations no\\- turn their e!.es to ,lmerica, anti t l l , ~ . ~  

name for them stands fi)r tlie United States. Its enerp!., acti\.it!., and free- 

clam hold the imagination o f  the foreigner, and here he thinks aspiratilil;- 
[nay be realized, unfettered by tlie chains of caste, liingly prerogati\-e, ( 1 1 .  re- 
ligious Pestsaint. With all that, Europeans often laugh at the ne\\-ness anti 

crudity of America, yet adniiration cannot be wittiheld f(.~r the treme~iclous 
nerve power, the facile adaptability, the sn-ift onnrard rush of the civilization 
heginning to l)loom in the United States. It is the occult forces nrorl;inq 
in this land and really affecting all mcn, n.1letlit.r they linonr it or not, thai 
is the reason. 

Men \\rho are not counted seers oiten see centuries i ~ i t c i  the future . 
and Tom Paine, the last who could be called a scel-, li.rJ one sucli sight 
about America, although he called it a thought or " that \vhicli i ~ e  san. \ \ - i t t i  

his mind's eye." When lie was yet in England he \irrote that he seemed L O  

see a grenl vista openi11gf;)vthe ~oorl/ll in the af/'cuis in dme)-ka.  This wa. 
before lie wrote Co??zr?zon Sense, \rhich, as George Wasliington said, dici 
more for ou r  irldeperldence than any otlier thing. Paine \vas destined to 
be a. great factor in American affairs, and naturally-in the occultists' eye-; 
at least-he would see in advance some slight vision of the "great experi- 
ment"  in which he \vas so soon to take an influential share. 'I'his esperi- 
nielit was not conceived alone by mortal minds, but is a part of tile el-olu- 
tionary plan, for here the nest great movement lias already begun and wili 
reach a high development. 

Its greatest importance for us is ttieosophically. \Ire think, quite nat- 
urally, that the theosophic ideas and cultnre are supreme, but if we needed 
confirmation from tlie outer barbarians we have it in the lately-written 
words of the great Frenchman, Emil Bournouf; \.\-lio said that one of the 

. three great factors in religious development of to-day is the Theosophical 
Society. If we assume this to be true, a glance at statistics ~vill point to one 
of the signs of the cycle. 



In E1i.iancl there are airnost 3 3  niillion people, pet for fifteen years the 
, >  I liens(-~l~hical Soiiet!. has not made much progress there. For some years 
ilut one brancll existed-the T,onclon Lodge, and no\ir there are not ten. 
I~ l J i a  lias a p(.)l~u!atic-ln of 3 ~O,OOO,OOO, but  if a. count were talien me r;hould 
fincl illat the lwisil>le material available for the creation of T.S. Branches 
\\.ouiii not re:lcli i.ozo,oclo souls. Tile reason for this is that out  o f  the 
\ v l l l  )le 3 ~ S , C ~ ; , C O D  there are an  i ~ n n ~ e i l s e  11urnl)er w h o  cannot  sympathise 
\vi:li tile 111, ):.t.ment, indceil can hardly i;rio\v i t f  it, because they ase unecl- 
acC1tt.ti anti unable to  speal; or read I -~~g l i sh  ; the Enslish-speaking Hindu 
ii tile c )lie who j( bins 11s there. AA~icl n.e find in India,  say I 7 j acti1.e 
Eranches. 

'Turning now to Xmeric~--to tlie United States where Theosoptiy has 
heen promulgated-we can only recl;c,n 011 a population of say jo,ooo,ooo. 
Yet those jo,oco,ooo have hrnished us with 36 Branches, anti more rapidiy 
cc,ming into esistence. Those  who work for and  in  the 'I'. S. in the United 
Stxtes l;no\\- of tlie great interest there is in the su1)ject in every part of the  
countsj., and  can feel quite sure that not ma!- these ver!. soon 1)e c)ne 
Iiundretl 13ranctics liere, 1i~1t also that neasly e\.er!- nnan, \vc-)nlan, a l ~ d  cliilll 
\vill el-e 1 1 , n ~  1;11o\\. o f  tlie \~orc l  'I'heo-;ophy and  o f  tile Societ!- \,earin: i t  

n,t:lie. Several causes n ~ : ~ l i e  tliis possil~le in tile Cnited St,lrt.s as ~ ~ o \ \ . h c r e  
else. There is it ~vitler spre.id of general English education, a more con-  
stant  e ear ling of nejvspapers ancl magazines by all classes from I o \ ~ e s t  to 
highest, ant1 a keener spirit of i n q u i ~ y  working in a freer rilental atmos- 
phere, than in any  other country. 

T h e  statis~ics given lead to but one  conclusion : they place the possi- 
bilities of tlieosophical growth in the United States ahead o f  India. Any 
one  can calculate the proportiocs in the proposition : given the U. S. with 
j o  million people and 36 13ranclies, more than two-thirds oi' which ha1.e 
been fornleil wittiin tlle last t h e e  years, and India numbering one  million 
available people anti I 7 s  B~.nnches, of which the greater number  have been 
in existence many years, ~vliich is the greater proportional growth a n d  which 
gives greater promise for the future ? 

Hut the analysis must nijt end here, for the conditions and  the people 
are different. nIost of Inclia's people ~vill probably for many centuries re- 
~ n a i n  as they are, some t e c h ~ ~ i c a l  idolaters, some  Jains, some Alotiarnmeil- 
xns, some Fire ~vorshippers, and some  Buddhists. Rut here tile lines of 

dt.mal.c:~tic-)n between the different sects are being shaded into disappearance, 
tliere arc no  great clifferences o f  religion a n d  of caste, and  people of all 
avonreci religions are daily fillding theosophy creeping into  their thoughts 
:ancI their literature. It  is a sign of the Cycle ; it points to India  as the con- 
server o f  the ancient ~visdom-religion, and  to America as its new and vig- 
orous champion \\rho will adopt those old truths \ ~ i t h o u t  fear of caste or  
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prejudice, and exemplify them through the new race to be  brougllt iortli i t )  
the ( ,ld Fif~fi  continent. T h e  careful student o f  Thec:)sophy will 11c , t  f n i l  1, I 

see that America alone, o f  all lands, meets all the recl!iirements rehj1ectill- 
the problem, " \Vhere is the new race t o  be born ? ". H. P. Blavatsl;!- in 

tile Secret IIocf?-2jze calls it tlie F ~ f t h  continent, although fiir tile titile ill- 
cluding Enrope under that head. I-Iere we see the f ~ ~ s i o n  o f  all races ~oi11:  

o n  befi,re our  e!.es, and here t o o  is the Zscatest push o f  eiiergy, o f  inquit \., 

a n d  c )f achievemei> t. \I'II.I,I.\JI I ~ I < I : , ~ I O S .  

*-I TI~coso~) l~ i s t  v;ho I I ~ ~  \yo11 t11e title of ' L  ~ I L I ~ ! )  I ;e lo\ .~ ,~l  ' '  ( ~ O I I ~  a11 \ - , - I I L  

litlo\\- liini secelntly said to nne. o l ~ t  ot t ! ~ e  exl)et-iet~ce oi a l ) ~ ~ s \ -  lit-e-,,r,l- 
\)u\ietl. too. \\.it11 the core of t!iin:,.s I-atller thz11 tlleil- sl~ri ,~c-e:,--ri ,~. ,~ 
\\.orti5 :-- 

.. In the great struggle of Huliianity nothing is lost. S o  1ai)oi.. ~ l o  l o \  c 

is in \-ain. IVe live over again our o\vn trials in those \ve tlcsii-e t o  nsbi-.:. 

II'e al-e dr ;~\vn up~vartl  ant1 outward by those \vh(-) are  trying to assist us." 
T'ilus' vie\vetl, FIumanity is a long series of 1inl;s in the great cliaitl o! 

l ~ e i n ~ - .  'File experience of one completes or illu~nines that of others. antl ti)? 
nleanitlg of a ;\lastel-'s s ;~ying,  " Icarnnn is the I;i~ltlest of guicles ant1 tlie 1)est." 
is mnile plain. Intiivitliral esperietlce does I)res;lg-e the ~)ossil~ilities ot':ill 
others. Here is n case i:l i ~ o i ~ l t .  

";\ latly \ ~ h o m  I ha1.e l o ~ i g  kno~vn,  a 11ati11-a1 antl clear psycllic, a\,oirli~~:,: 
nietliumship yet knowing little of 'T. S., reatling little, rather ~ ~ ~ ~ / L > r z / . / ! t ' r i .  1::15 

often gi\.en nie her ' ii~zpvessio~zs '. She 110th sees antl feels things, a n d  11;;s 
clorle so all her life. She is now perhaps fifty years oltl. Several childre~l 
(lied young ; so cE~iltlless now, she lives much alone, a simple, uneventful life, 
Since reading some 'r. S. works, in a very quiet way she observes more 
dloselp. Escept among a fe\v who Icno\v her life ancl her gift, she would pass 
as  a quiet, pleasant, comn~onplace, kind-hearted lady. She has tlropped the 
use of flesh meat, (never lilcetl it). Some time ago she began to see a visiori 
of a I~eautiful young \roman standing ill a halo of light: and finally recognizetl 
it as herself beautified and glorified. She hati no ' iden ' of the mirror of 
Isis or the Higher-Self, yet she Jz l t  simply and clearly the meaning of the 
vision, and was inwardly uplifted by it. She has never been in the habit of' 
using wine ; had always a quiet dislike for it ; ant1 living so simply, seldom 
had occasion to refuse it. Recently she was out for the evening ; wine \vas 
servecl, and thoughtlessly and indifferently she tlranlc half a glass. A clay oi- 
tivo afterivarcl she again saw her ' Lacly of Life,' ancl on her face tlie 
satltlest, most sorro\vful expression she ever beheId. She \vas grieved atltl 
~ I l ~ c l i e t l  to see th i s ,  ant1 saitl to herself, "IVliat can it niean ? I t -hat  ha\.e / 
done ?' Then the vision changed, the \vliite and rarliarit halo began t o  

\\.aver, to tlarkeu, ahd finally became blood-?,eri, and the vision disappearetl, 
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\vhile there tioated to her inner consciousness the one word, ' LVi'ne'! She 
had forgotten tlie \\.ine entirely ; ' but,' acldetl she in telling me of the incident, 
that is the last drop that \\ill ever pass my lips.' These visions occur in 

l~roacl day I\-hile sitting alone sewing. They are  not d rea~ns .  The crass 
inay ignore them, or  laugh a t  such things because they are  so far from 
real i~ing or experiencing them. Such little things, however, are the stuff of 
\vi;ich the whole higher life of the soul is macle. Ho\\r often has H.  P. 13. 
e\!)l-essed her sorrow, and even her clisgust, that any member of T .  S. 
shoultf use \vine. When the soul of rnan or woman has reached a certain 
st'lge of clevelopment, a single glass of wine may degrade it more than at 
another stage it would be degraded hy a tiissolute life. A drop of acid that 
\vould leave little trace on a piece of rusty iron ivould sully forever the 
brightness of burnished siIver. Even a drop of water or  a shadow might 
leave its stain on the polished surface. 

It is thus that our danger ant! our responsi11ility increase with every 
advance along the toilsome way ; and it is thus that every day are contirmetl 
the ~ v i s d o n ~  and the beneficence of that Great Soul who has borne so many of 
our  burdens, who has been so reviled for our sakes, ant1 whom \ve have 
often rewar.cIeled by clistrust ancl iiigratitude. Still, all this is in the Karma of 
1-1. P. 13. no less than in ours antl in that of the T. S." 

Students of the E S. will be able to understantl more of the a\)ove i s~on ,  
'13 related to the pol\-ers of the soul, than will any others. )Ian!- clair- 
voyants, seeing such all glorified and radiant, have variously mistaken the 
,lpl)earance for an angel, a god, a spirit guide, and the lilte. JVe cannot 
proceecl one step towards the real understanding of this, or  of any other 
vision, until we have a t  least grasped the idea of the powers of motion- 
Spirit-the Breath, not only in the worlds, but in each soul sphere, wherein 
its formative functions must he as  active as  in any other part of the Universe; 
for the Breath is One. LIuch of what m e  see and hear takes place in our  own 
sphere antl is oz~rsedz~es, just as  the cause is also ourselves. Therefore all 
sensations should he studied and followed to their source within us. No 
occurrence shoultl he attril~utecl to the supernatural (which, in fact, does not 
esist), or to any < '  outside " cause until we have made close and long search 
for its cause as  internal to us. 111 our internal world all things are  ; all 
elements, all potencies, all forms and powers. 'This internal world it is \vhich 
connects us with the All. Sometimes a very small thing will confirnl a greaL 
truth, a s  in the case of a student who writes thus :- 

'. In reading one of the Theosophical Siftings lately, I came across an 
account of the third eye, as  described in the Secret Docfri,ze. 

One day in talking to an F. T .  S. of St. Louis, I made the remark that a1 
times I had a sensation which I coultl only express as  being unable to see 
I~ehind me. H e  askecl if I could a t  other times see behind me, a t  which I 
laughed, it appearing a ridiculous question." 

. 
Annoyance at inability to [lo a thing is often the ~nen ta l  shape talten in 

the brain, of the assertion of the inner self that a certain thing can he or  
should be done. The  drawing or  contracting sensation in the back of the 
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\\.as turn ing  to retrace nly steps,  I noticed, a t  a shor t  distance from me ,  \\-hat 
appeared  to be a la rge  body of air .  T h o u g h  t ransparent ,  it was  clearl!. 
defined ; not cjuite s i r  feet high, the  s a m e  in breadth  a n d  thickness. In fact, 
it was  an  immense  cube.  A s  I gazecl upon it, I could de tec t  intelligence. 
decision, s t rength  ; therefore I steppecl backward  ; it advanceci toivartl me  
iust the tlistance of tha t  s tep.  T h e n  I \valketl backward  ; just  the  distance of 
each  slep it follo\ved me. l17e passed through the  room into a sicle hall, from 
thence into the  front  hall, unti l  opposite a hat- tree ; then  it disappearetl. 
I 11-liat can this mean  ?', I thought.  Mr. -------Is coat  was  there  : I put  nl!. 
hntici into n pocket, then into a smal le r  one,  to find Iny missing eye-glasses. 
'('liej- a re  very valuable to rne. I \voultl ]lave 11een g lad  to bow acltno\vletlg- 
nlents for the  kindness of the  invisible guide ,  hu t  I was  alone." 

In this instance I shoultl say tha t  tlie cube  \\.as a body of tlifferei~tir\tion in 
the student 's  au r a ,  causetl Ily specitic vibration, perhaps  of thoug-ht concern-  
ing  the missing and  valuetl glasses,  so tha t  the earnesr  n.ish to f i nd  tile111 
hecame ol~jectively manifest in this way,  simply a s  a differentiatetl l~otl!. o! 

etheric force. T h a t  it \\.as i n  ant1 a par t  of the str~clent's au r a ,  seems i l l i i i -  

catetl by its ~ n o v i n g  :incl s t o ~ ~ p i n g  illst as she  did,  \vliile tlie illner self clirectc(1 
her  steps [or  tile inner  instinct) ioivartls tile /,lace \\.l:ere tlie ~n i s s i ng  o l ) j t c ~  
\\.as. 11-lien the o l~ jec t  \\.;ls t;)untl, tlic \-il)t-:rtic~l~ set u p  l)y the serlse o f  loss 

lLnd tile \visi~ to tincl it \\.as c l~ecked  a n d  clisal)l,eal-etl t'roin I ~ e r  :LI I I - ;L .  a s  ]lot 
a i r  a1,out :L st0i.e tlisappears it '  the stol-e is cooletl. T h e  int~el-  self \vas :L\V.;I.L. 
of the recovery of the iost o l~ j ec t  a momen t  or  so of t ime before the outel- 
!)oily, ant1 hence the  force of desire \vas cu t  off and  the  cube  t l i sa l~pe;~~-e t i  
t ~c fo r e  her  bra.i11 ant1 hand had  recovered the eye-glasses. Another  1)erho:i 
might  have seen  this cube  of a i r  a s  someth ing  else, for e t l~e r i c  vi l~rat ioi is  
Ifrear various shapes  to various persons,  which shapes  a r e  governed  I)!; the 
receptivity of the  seer.  J ~ r ~ ~ r r s .  

TO THE EDITOR OF T I I E  PA'I'EI : 

I have just heard  that  a R2r. C. I;. Pallen of St. Louis has  been accusecl 0 1  

p l ag i a r i~ ing  from my art icle on ' I  Theosophy i n  Tennyson's  /(2/ylls cf f / / t ,  

Ai'7z: ", ~ ~ u b l i s h e d  in the  PATH for LIay ancl June ,  1838, in a n  art icle i)! 
Iltm in the  Ciztllolic lYo?*l(l. I have just hat1 the  pleasure of reatliilg 111 .  
LJallec's paper ,  and though there  is much  resemblance between his in te l -  
pretxtion of Tennyson's  poem 2nd mine,  the  two articles \\.ere un -  
cloubtetlly written indepenclently of each other.  lili-. Pallen 's  having 1)een pull- 
lished in April, 1885, antedates mine by three  years, ancl he  is of course flee 
from any cha rge  of copying f rom mine ; \vllile a s  it is only to-day tha t  I reat1 
his art icle for the  first t ime,  a n d  a s  I \yas not  a w a r e  of its existence until nIy 
at tention was  called to it by the  repor t  \vhich 1 an1 now Ivriting to correct ,  I 
am equally free from any  plagiarism from him. 
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.An\- one who cares to refer to my paper,  however, will see that I \\-as 
careiul to give credit to an  article on the same subject, publishetl (anony- 
inously) in the Conte?@ornry Review for itlay, 1873, the central idea of I\-hicil 
is suhstantlally the same as my own. 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK S. COLLIXS. 

~ I A I , D E N ,  MASS., March 26, 1890. 

' ~ R A S S A C T I O N S  BL.IVX'TSKY LODGE, London ( I S ~ O ,  64 1)p) Part  I. just at 
hand, contains discussions on  S t a n ~ a s  I ant1 2 of Sccl-c.f Dcicfvznt, ant1 an ap- 
pendix upon Dreams. They are  coml)ilecl fronl shorthantl notes of questions 
put to 3 ladame 13la1-atsky and her  replies. A few extracts \\ill be useful. 
Speaking of matter on the seven planes, she says it is hon~ogenous  on each 
plane, but only for those ~ v h o  are  on the same plane of perception . . . . 
"the ant  has coilceptions of time ant! space which a re  its o\v11, not ours 
. . . . ' the Ah-hi ' mentioned in Sloka 3 are  forms, not human beings, and hac! 
no free will. . . . . Every cell in human or animal body has its own relative 
cliscrimination, instinct, and intelligence. . . . . ' hl~ncl ' is a term perfectly 
synonomous with ' Soul '. . . . . T h e  seven so-called principles ' of man 
are  all aspects of one ' principle ', ancl even this latter is but a temporary ant1 
periotlical ray from the One flame. . . . . All the senses are  interchangeabie 
ancl intensified o r  motlified. As, souncl can be turned into taste, and so 
on. . . . . T h e  Ear th ,  JIoon, ant1 Sun are  not sacred planets. The  S u n  is a 
central star,  and the lIoon a cleat1 planet. T h e  planetary spirits have to tlo 
only with n~atter,antl  are  I<arn~ic agents." T h e  appentlis on Dreams is also 
full of iniol-mation and  interest. \Ye hope No. 2 will be brought out. 

I. 
The Theosophical lil)rzln?l~ is not  restricted to nlembers of the Tkieosoyh- 

ical Society, and  a copy of any n u n ~ b e r  (except No. I ,  \\rhich is ou t  of 

1)rint) will be mailed to  an)- pelson sending j cts. in stamps to  the Editor,  

P. 0. E3ox 2 6  59, N e ~ v  Yorli. 

11. 
/Xe Transczclions of the Bllzzvzts&v Lot&e, London, _I\>. I, just issueti, 

i ~ e ~ n g  a I-esunzi of questions put to and  a n s \ ~ e r e d  by Madame  Blavatsliy a t  
I-oclge meetings, is o n  sale a t  the PATH office. T h e  price is 5 0  cts., post- 

1 ~ 1 1 c l .  T h e  last 15  pages of No. I are devoted to an  explanation of dreams. 

T l ~ e  Thr~osol)hical Pnl)lication Society, London ; The  PATIX, N. P. ; 50 cents. 



Persons en~itled to u:e tile C:irc~ilatin: 'I 'he0so~)l~ic;~1 Lil~rar!. kxre in- 
vited t o  n.ri\e i l l  their Cat,xlogues the tbllo\\.ing atlditior-ial t)o~l;s : KO. I 17, 

77ieosophi;c/, i 70 ! .  S. P A I . ~  2 : X( ). I I S, A7;rf~~t*e ( I Z ~  -4 b 7 ~  of IXeu,sop~~~,  t)y 
Dr. 1 .  I). Euci; : S<). 110 ,  YXe Pi(grin2 ( Z I I ~  the Shritze, by I+:. 3Taitlanii ; 
Yo. I 20, k ; ; l ,  ,! f' So!o1/1o1~ /he King ; Sf). I 2 I , Oretz~~zs anti Dretznl Sforli .~,  

. \ I I I ! ~  ~<ilIys:~)rd ; KO. I 2 2 ,  /,I/!.I/~;?-, \ ' ( , I .  : KO. I 2 3 ,  ~heo.sophic,li 
s!))i)l,;~.<. 1 . 1  1 1 .  11 ; XC). I 2 4 ,  ~ > I ( ~ o ? ? ~ + , L , / ~ J z L ~ $  LJff:/~/~)t:,)~l 1 1 ~  sanlilel ~ ~ u t l e r  ; YC). 
I ? < .  S';o~~t/e?zho,;:~, the Bt~~/.i/2isf, \I! Phii;~~i_gi I lasa : S o .  I 26, F/(ttltr?z/!, li!. 

-4. S~] i ia~ .e  ; Xo. I 27 ,  Bz~(l(i'h/:snz, 11). l<li!,s I l ~ ~ v i c l ~  : Xo. I 2 8 ,  P d h ,  1-01. 11. ; 
So. 1 2 9 ,  Zheosophisi, Vo1. XI ,  P,lrt I ; So. 130, li-(~zsnc/li)~zs (if' ihe 

B/(~- , l~~fsk~l  L otke, Pnr t 1. 

'I'he PATH is IIOIV furnishing at 2 j cts. each, printed on cardboard, 
the electrotypes of JIadarne 13la\at~liy, Col. Olcott, and t l ~ e  =idyar EIead- 
q ~ ~ a r t e r s  which lately appearetl in the I'.ITH. 

'The treasury of our great missionary agency is again dr'llned a1mo.t 
to its last dollar. This is not because the General Secretary is extravagant. 
or because the Brethren are parsimonious, but because so many frlenJ, 
without money have contributed time, and have been both so zealous and so 
eflicierlt in their work that to hoard up  the fund and refuse them the chance 
to aid \vould have been painful to the Secretary and injurious to the Cause. 
For observe: Brethren, that the money is contributed f ~ r  the very purpose 
that it shall be spelzt. No\rr, when you send him a donation, you enable 
hlnl to transform into active, interested, efficient clerks, two, four, a dozen, 
any number, of rI'heosopl~ists who otherwise rnust rest idle. Several impor- 
tant towns have lately been rnissionized, and daily worli is now progressing 
upon the Directories of 4 cities. You will all rejoice to hear that a present 
of' $roo to a tievoted Theosophist in one ofthe largest cities in the \Vest has 
enabled him to begin a systematic distribution of tracts through it ,  and that 

he forthwith ordered 10,ooo from the General Secretary. 
?'he following will give a precise idea of the expenses of the scheme, 

and ho\v soon our funds give out in this grand work. One hundred tracts 
cost j0 cts. ; one hundred envelopes, $ I .  18 ; every hundred, as mailed, 
cost therefore $1.68. Norv, besides stllaller offers, we have at least 9 kind 
coadjutors who send out, when we can supply the material, from IOO to 
300 tracts per week, so that, if the treasury is constantly replenished, w e  



can secure the mailing of about 2,ooo tracts each week, say 9,092 between 
each two numbers of the PATH. T h i s  costs $ 1 5 : .  2 0  a month. This is. !.c)u 
\\.ill say, a large sum. I t  is ; yet not larger than might be raised i f  each 

Theosophist felt the work as one from which he could not abstain, and i f  
each gave according to his means. T o  each, accordingly, this appeal is 

made. The tracts now printed number  I 30,oco. 

MR. I ~ E I G H T I ~ E Y  reached Omaha on 3Ia1;ch 31st, but was much I~roken 
clown from over-work and the effects of an  illness in California. and \\.as laid 
up until the 6th of April. On that evening he lectured in Utlity Cllurch to 
an  audience of between 7 j and I O O  upon ' &  A General View of 'Theo;oph!. ". 
On Tuesday the subject was " Reincarnation," but a storm diminished the' 
attendance. On JVeclnestlay he started for Lincoln, Neb , where three 
meetings were held and steps taken towards the formation of a Branch. 
T h e  utmost cordiality marked his reception. Returning to Omaha, he  

lectured on the 10th upon '' l iarma,"  antl answered many questions put by 
Spiritualists. On the I l th  he left for 'Tekamah and for Sioux City, Iowa, o n  
his way East, expecting to reach Cincinnati on the 25th. 

Sroux CITY, IO\VX. Mr. ISertram Keightley reached here April 1 2 ,  antl 
remained three days, giving three public lectures ant1 three parlor t a lks  
The  sul~jects of the public lectures were "Theosophy and the 'Theosophical 
Society," & '  Karma and Reincarnation," and the " Theosophic Conception of 
Evolution." There  was a market1 increase in  the interest manifested as  the 
course progressed, and the audience tendered Mr. Keightley a hearty vote of 
thanks a t  the close of his third lecture. Preliminary steps \yere taken towartls 
the organization of a new Branch of sixteen members to be known as  the 
Dana Branch of the Theosophical Society. l i e  feel that the conling of hlt-. 
Iceightley has done much to enlarge the interest in Theosophy that hat\ 
already begun to be manifest here, ant1 that it will be protluctive of much 
good. 

- 

THE TKIANGI~E T. S., Alameda, Calif., has organized by the election of 
Mrs. hqary A. Wells as  Presicient, and of George Pratt  as  Secretary. This 
Branch begins its career with a membership of 7. 

T H E  PO IN^ LOJIX LC)DGE, San Diego, Calif., continues its weekly meet- 
ings on Sunday afternoon a t  the office of the Secretary. Dr. Docking. - 
.4tl\rertisements giving the topic for discussion are  ins2rted in 3 or  4 of the 
cially papers, and the meetings are  well attended and full of encouragement, 



It is fount1 here,  a s  everywhere else, that a Library is of the utmost service 
in building up a Lodge. a s  well a s  in benefiting the members.  This Branch 
has acloptecl the generous policy never to ask any one to join, it claiming that 
joining any other is equally acceptable to itself, and  that competition is ~ ; o t  
brotherly. 

D I I X R M I  T .  S., Cleveland, Ohio, has movetl its Headquarters to Room 
;, Sg Euclid Xve. There  are  two rooms, one small, for the Society's meet-  
ings and for a reacting-room, open all the time, the other large and  atlmlttitlg 
of connection with the other, the two seating loo. T h e  Circulating Library 
contalns about roo volumes and pamphlets, free to members,  and useat~le  by 
others a t  j cts. a week. T h e  meetings are  on the first and third Wednesclay 
evenings ofeach month, ant1 on other Wednesdays is held an  informal gath-  
er ing without business. There  are  12 members. 

THE PACIFIC COAST ORGANIZATIOX is ever hard a t  work. Its Com- 
mittee has issued an urgent appeal " T o  all Theosophists willing to [vork ", 
that they should take an active part in the scheme for distributing leatlets 
upon Theosophy and thus sow the goocl seeti freely and every\vhere. In 
concise ant1 direct terms, the appeal sho\vs how and n.hy and by whom this 
may be done, answers the notion that,  l~ecause  much seed  is lost, the effort is 
void, and plainly says, " The  PIIESEST 1s the a u s p i c i o ~ ~ s  hour ". X great  
Teacher eighteen centuries ago said, "To-clay is the acceptecl time ", and i f  
'rheosophists took to heart the possibilities of the e r a  and the privilege of 
turning them to certainties, the whole of this Iancl might I7e penetrated and 
then moulrled by Theosophic truth. The Committee are quite right in think- 
ing that there is allnost no one unable to take part, for who is totally destitute 
of both means and time ? T h e  mailing of ol:e leaflet may produce resuits 
which any one would welcome to his own Karmic account, and still more re- 
joice over as changing another's. 

THE  IT^^^^'^^ BRANCH, Omaha,  Neb. ,  continues to hold an  open meet- 
i n g  every Suntlay afternoon, visitors being cordially \\-elcomed. 

T H E  GENEIIAI. SECIZETARY has issued t ~ v o  new Chal-ters, one for Sious 
City, I o ~ v a ,  /)ri.~ln 7: .S., the other for Lincoln, Neb., A?n~ittl: 7: S. 

THEOSOPHICAL EFFORTS may be expected to multi]?ly around the imme- 
diate presence of Madame Elavatsky. and in fact great energy has lately been 
perceptible in the London group. One enthusiastic friend has just ar ranged 
for Theosophical lectures a room in the " East End ". This  is a much 
more important announcement than a s  a mere fact in Theosophical exten- 
sion. It may prove an era  in religious and social reform, for it is a n  attempt 
to apply Theosophy to the typical spot of ilegradation ant1 vice. Ko\v if this 
receives any ivelcorne and effects any melioration, it ma!- prove the first step 
towarcls a complete re\.olution in  the principles and methods of missionary 
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ivork. Every variety of Theological recipe has been tried in the slams. fron: 
the " Anglo-Catholic " to the Salvation Army, all aiike in casting tlle 1)u:den 
of one's sins upon another insieatl of casting the sins out ofoneself. I f .  no\\-. 
the contrary plan is taught,  if betterment is enjoined through personal re- 
form a11tl not through vicarious atonement, and i f  the retorm is really l)rougl~t 
about, it will show is the true system of hitherto-unsuccessful missions. 
I n  that case we rnay expect a steady clisplacement of inadequate doctt-ines. 
motives, and efforts by such as  are actually operative, and Ritualism ant1 
Evangelicalism will give \vay hefore Kai-ma and Reincarnation, \vith all the 
consequences they enfold. 'I'heosophy has tn.0 pro/~lems to solve, its effi- 
ciency upon the tlegl-adecl, ant1 its teacllability to the young. The lecture- 
room in the London East I311tl \ \ i l l  l)e a contrit~ution to the former. and the 
first 'rheosophical Sunclay sci1ool to the latter. 

THE DUBLIN LOIXE is encouraged 1)). a better ant1 mot-e ~nterestetl .it- 
tentlatice of the general puhlic. This teachesover again the old lesson,-that 
Theosophy flourishes best ~n the sun ancl C L ~ : ,  ancl least In private pallor< anti 
closed halls. 

HERBERT BURROWS has been lecturing in Sheffieltl, England, ant1 1Irs 
Annie Besant at  Newcastle, both to packed houses. 

THEOSOPHY IS T = \ K I ~ ~ \ ' c ,  in S\veclen. The Lodge has alreacly IOO men.- 
bers, and the King is beginning to irlclilire about it. 

T h e  Convention was called to olcter in the Assembly Room or 

Palmer House,  Chicago, at 1 0 . 3 0 ,  April ~ 7 t h ~  by William Q. Judge as (;en- 

era1 Secretary. Dr. J. D. 13ucli was elected temporary chairman, nncl 
13:lliott 13. Page Xsst. Sec'y. On a ballot Ilr .  B11cli was elected permanellt 
c h < ~ i r m a n  of the Convention. T h e  delegate.; a n d  proxies were r e c e l ~  eci, 
ancl includecl Hros. T h o m a s  and  L i~~der . ;on  from C ' a l i f ~ r n i , ~  ; I;r( ). ,I I I  
Griggs of Boston T. 2;. ; I3ro. Gates, Cleveland ?'. S. : Stan1e~- U. Sestc~ii 

o f  Chicago T. S. : Dr. I'helon, Ramayana 'T. S. ; Dr. J. IT'. B. La Pierre 

o f  llIillneapolis T. S. ; Dr. 31. Horglum, Omalia 'T. S. ; Dr. 11. J. Gahan. 

Grand Island, Xeb., T. S. ; JIrs. JVjnlan, l l i lwaukee  T. 5;. ; Dr. J. P. 
I<~loche, Kansas City T. S. ,111 T. S. Branches in U. S. were represented 

eucept two. 
Many members were present i r ~ m  (11,tant parts of the countrj .  I\ 11, 

were not  delegates to  the Convention. They showed the greatest intere.t 

in the matter, a n d  manv  of them itrere new members taken into the Societ! 
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since the last Convention. One of the Delegates, Dr .  Anderson, canle 
especially for the Convention all the way from California, others arri~,etl 
from \I'isconsin, and still others from so far south as Kansas City. Bre. .A. 
R. Griggs, Presicient of the Boston T. S., brought ~ i t h  him the new Brancli 
pan~phlet ,  ~vhicll is an excellent model for other Branches to use. I t  
contains the &vfonze of 72eosophy. A copy was given to each person 
present, and was read with interest. 

I3ro. 13ertram Keightley was recei~.etl as Delegate from England and 
representative of 1-1. P. 13l;x~;\tsl;y. An Auditing Committee was appointecl, 
,~ i id  a Genei-a1 Committee on Resolutions, the firstrljeing Dr. La Pierre, 
\\-. S. IVing, and Geo. E. \Yright ; the seco~id,  13~0s. Griggs, Sexton, Ida 
Pierre, Knoche, and Mrs. 'l'liirds. The  General Secretary then read hi5 
Report, ~ ~ h i c h  ~vixs accepted. 'I'he General Secretary then read cconl- 
munications to the Conver~tion from the follo\ving foreign Branches ant1 
Sections: (ireat Britain, Russia, Greece, Switzerlancl, Spain, Belgium, France, 
Ireland, Li\.erpool, ant1 \\-?st o f  I - n g l ~ n d .  ;I communication fi-om t i ~ c  
13rool;lyn 7'. S. was read, in ~:.li icl~ i t  \vas sng,.:,.estt.d that tile Conveiltic 111 

aclopt a series of sut~jects ft-11 dibcussion 1)y 'I' .  S. Ijrnnches. .4t tlii5 l)oii)t 
the tiour o f  aclj~uriinient f ; , ~  luncli was reacl~ed. ;\ resolution \\.a> p;is.ed 
llirecting that the fi~rctign letters be printed in the Kel)( )rt nf tlie C'( ~n\-eil- 
rilbn. 'There were al,out roo kiersons present, a11 I)sin:,. menll~ei.: of' t i ~ c  
Con\.entinn. 'I'he lrleeting then adjourned to meet at 3 1'. 11. 

A F T E R N O O N  SESSION. 

The Convention reassembled at 3 p. m., with Dr. Buck in the chair. 
The Com~rlittee on  Prograrrl reportecl as follows : 

Sunday p. in.,  3 to 5.30. 
Sunday p. m., 7.30 to 9. 
Private meeting after. 
IIonda!, from g. 30 to  adjournment. 

'I'he f o l 1 o ~ i n g ' ~ a p e r s  were reported : 

Acidress bp Dr. Buck, 
Letter from H. P. Blavatsl;),, 
-\itdress by Mrs. Phelon, 
" lIaterialism, Agnosticism, and l'heosoph!.," 1):. Dr. Xnder.soil, 
&iddress bj. 13. Keightlej.. 

X very large and intelligent audience was present, conlpletel!- filling 
the room. 1)r. Buck read his address in which he showed that the \vorld 
had never done anything for tlieosophy, but that the latter, being tlie man- 
ifeatation of di\,inity in man and thus at the bottom of  all the great world- 
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religions, had done everything for the n-orltl. This address 1)y Ilr. I3uc k 
~ 1 1 1  1)e fully given in the r e p ~ r t  of the Convention. I t  ~ v a s  llstenetl t , ,  I ) \  
a11 with the greatest attention, the entire autlience giving apparently tlie~r- 
unclivided minds to the paper. 

communication Ivai read by Rro. 12. Keightley from H. P. I:l,1- 
vatsky, the tone of which was that the lieynote for the Society shoultl he 

Unity-Solic-larity, and that with those n o  Inan or 1)0(1y of men can in an! 
way harm the nlovement. Tile m o n ~ e n t  l l r ,  I<eiqhtley rose, he \\.as received 
~vl th  enthusiast,^ applau.;e. I le  saitl that tlie .zI)pc.trance in America (-11' 

advance egos for the new sul)-race cau~e.; t l i e~e  the great revival o f  c~ld 
ideas and the appearance of new ethical ,lnd ,ocial sj5ierns 40 numerou,. 
I t  also aids the movement 1)eyun 1)y the Tlieosophical Soc~et!-, f o r  thet ,.o- 
phy is the life '1n3 inti\velling spirit tli'tt gives life to ever!. ref, )s~n,ltl I I  I 

movement. 
Mrs. 11. hI. I'helon of the Ranlaj.and 'I'. S., Chicago. then re,td ,I I I . ~ ~ , C I  

entitled " T h e  Narrow Path." Dr. Buck then ablied that Jlr.  Juclne 
speak on  Karma antl Reincarnation, antl, the audience calling for him. 11c 

explained them at length. T h e  Convention at 5.40 adjourned till ;..;_. 
when other papers were to be heard. 

X l ~ o u t  I 50 of the tlelegatej and rnein1)ers rca.;senil)lecl, ant1 1)rocect i -  
iugs began ll!. an excellent paper from Dr. -inclerson of San I'sanci>c,,. 
entitled " llatcrialisrn, i l g ~ l o s t i c i s ~ ~ ~ ,  and Theosoph! ". 131-0. ,I. 13. CrrisY-- 
movecl the follo~ving Resolutions, which were carried unanimouslj- : - 

Reso/i;gd, That  this Conventioli deplores the absence, at it does the 
late severe sickness, of 3Iadanie I-I. P. I3lavatsky, but needs no  assuraiict- 
tlint lies thought is and e ~ - e r  will 1)e with the Cause of Theosophy and i t -  

n-orliers i11 America. 
Xesolzlccl, That  this Convention desires to express its allegiance i t l l r i  

earnest loyalty to her as benefwtor and guide, and  recognizes that througli 
her efforts 111s come to it and to the world one of the mightiest inlpulses 
towards truth that have ever transformecl despair into aspiration and  1lopc-. 

Xe.cohwi, That  the substance of these Resolutions he at once calilecl 
to Madame 12lavatsliy by the General Secretary. 

Bro. 13. Iceightley then read a paper upon Prnctical 'I'heosoph! i l l  

T>ilily I,ife, particularly intencled for members. He  tliougl~t it cornmoi~l! 
I~ciieved that Tlleosoplty is unpractical ancl hazy, too addicted to nietapI~!->- 
ics mcl useless speculatioi~ : urged that all w h o  desire to become real 'T11u- 
osopliists begin 1)y realizing it on the inner planes of being, Karma hein: 
kept in view, antl then in dealings v i t h  olhers : advocateti organize(-1 
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cotjperation, and illustratecl it in cases of Ilranch nlenlbera ' ~ n d  those at- 
large : warmly en(1orsed the Tract AIailing Scheme ; urged support t o  

Theosopliical m,rgazines, now published at a loss ; mentioned that 69  per 
ct. of the su1,~cril)ers to Lztc~fet- were non-Theosophists, ant1 argued that 
seeing a n laza~ine  in a Ijranch Library is not a substitute for personal 
suppol t ( if i t ,  n, ,r gives chance for close studj. ; advised effort and unsel- 
fish w o ~ k  1,- Branches as such ; favored open meetings ; set forth the dut~v 
t ~ t '  Theo~oph~ca l  instruction to children, and made c l e u  their I<armic 
claim to it. 

?'(I a question from 131-0. Griggs, T3ro. .Anderson replied that he ditl 
/ / o f  hold individuality to end with a rnanvantnra. Bros. Keightlej- ant1 
Judge answered affirmatively the question whether a soul could be lost. 

*After the acljournment at 9 o'clock, about 50 members met in the 
private rooms of the Palmer Nouse for interchange of views and facts. 
There were also meetings of the Es;oteric Section at different time<, and 
much earnestness was sho\vn. 

The evening session was continuecl until I 3. I _; p. ~ n . ,  ~ n c l  the11 ad- 
iourned until 9.30 >Ionday. 

The Delegates re-assembled at 9.4 j. Dr. Buck took the Chair. The 
Chairman read a paper on the Put-suit of PZeaszlt-e. The follon,i~:g 
papers xere then read by title, there not being time to read them 
in full : Se(f 2:s the LovtlT of  Se& from California ; Theosophy ct 

Pvo?)ic)~e~- of AZ~~z~isnz, by Mary B. Horton ; Xezizccu-zation, by Ch. I,. 
H. hIichelsen ; HinLs fo Sfz~rZcnts of Theosop~v, by  Dr. T.  Docking ; 
and Wh~tt  ThzizR Ye of Chvzsf, by Elizabeth A. Kingsbury. All of  
the General Secretary's recommenclations were then adopted except that 
one suspending the initiation ceremony, and that was laid on the tal~le 
until n e ~ t  Convention. A corllmittee to sut~mit  amendments to the Con- 
btitution was appointed ; being TITilliam (2. Judge, I<. A. Parlier, and A. 
13. G~iggs. X vote of confidence in H. P. Blavatsicy, Col. Olcott, ,mcI 
\\'~lli,un () Judge nas then passed, and also a vote of thanks to Xlesa~i- 
tler Fullerton for his services. Bro. Griggs then presented the ne\\ 
p.~mphlet o f  the Bo\ton T. S., which hcid been circulatecl in the Conven- 
ti(on. Sliort acldrcsses were given 1)). Drs. Phelon, La Pierre, and Buck. 
'I'lie Con\eiition then \vent into I<secutive Session and electecl the fc)llon- 
lily members of Council for a year : Gen. ii. Iloubleday, Elliott U. Page, 
LIrs. S. A. Ilarris, Judge O'Rourlie, Allen GrlfYtths, R. A. Parlier, 311s. 
I'lielon, 1V. S. T V i l q ,  Donald Kicholson, Lillie A. Long, Alexander &'ul- 
lerton, Jno.  11. \T7!ieeler, Dr. R. J. Sunn ,  Gee. 31. Stearns, -1. 0. Kob:ri- 



7 2 THE PATH. [Ma!., I Syo. I 
- - 

son, Geo. E. iITright, Dr. Buck, Jno. H. Scotford, Dr. Xmnli Hron-n, 11.. 
Throck~norton,  Dr. (2. J. Winsor, Louise ,4. Off, Mrs. Brainard, i\Irs. \I,!.- 
man, and Mrs. Gestefeld. O n  motion the Assistant Secretarj- cast tllv 
vote of the Convention for IVm. (2. Judge as Gen. Sec'y and Treas. T h e  
new Executive Committee elected is, A. Fullerton, E. A. Neresheimer, 
L)r. Buck, A. B. Griggs, Ilr. IJa Pierre, and Gen. A. Doubleday. 

An animated talk arose here upon Wro. Griggs inviting the Conven- 
tion of 189 I to Boston, he declaring Trenxont Temple could probably 1)e 
filled, bu t  so man!- wanted Chicago tliat i t  \\,as adol~teil .  T h e  newspaper3 
tooli advantage of this cliscussioll and said there was strife, 1)ut such was  
not the case, as all \\.as harmonious ant1 in this matter cluite fill1 of 1iumo1-. 
?'he cjuestion of a I>clegnte to India arose, ancl 13ro. 5. 'I'lic-)mils stated 
tlint he I\-ould perlia~)s go tliere, and tlie <'on\-ention directed the 1 . : ~ .  
(:om, to jii\.e him credentials as delegate in case he slloul(l 11e al)le to il., I .  

'The Convention then atljourne(1 at I p. 1x1. stizt. (JIB. 
X telegram of greeting \-\.as received iron1 H. 1'. 13lavatsl;~- ju.t at'tcl. 

:~cIjaurnment. 
'I'lie utmost harmon!- reigned during all the meetings, and great in- 

terest n-as sho1~11. T h e  three sessions \\-ere fully attended, and there n.t.1.t. 
meetings during recess in tlie rooms of various meml~ers. In  one, t w o  
sessions of the Esoteric Sectior: took place, being crowded each time. 
Tlie Chicago news1)a~)ers re1)orted each ('onr.ention meeting in full, anti  
the hzfel--0cctzn llail a column of editori:ll upon tlie matter lieaded 7!!1v- 
osophj' n??d YZcosoplZl'sis, in which it said that whic11 \\-as good onl!.. O n e  
sentence \\-as : " Only grounds as reasonable and as logical as its ( ) w n  will 
serve as the hasis of opposition ; and they who are inclined to look upc- )~~  
theosophists as in some way allied to  the atheist, the infidel, and the rna- 
terialist will at least have to  combat them differently " ; and  another, " It  
[Theosophj~]  may riot be \vhiffed away by scorn, by contunxely, or  b y  
lausliter. I t  is not a fad ; it is an absolute philosophy." 

OBITUARY NOTICE. 
iVe greatly regret to announce the death by accidental drowning o f  

E. D. iiTallier, F. T. S., author of one  of our  most invaluable works. 
Xsl'ncuraafion, and  a member of the Aryan T. S., New York City. This  
regret is intensified because, as is reported, 1Ir. Walker was compiling 
material for a companion work on h'i~rnra. 

T h e  golden vase which hides the secret sun  is periodically drawn away for 
h im who watches.-O/t/ 7;hettrlz 1Prsr. 

OM. 


